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Residents in Colinton have criticised 
Lothian Buses’ lack of consultation 
on revised services in the area.

From Sunday 5 June, service 
10 will only operate to and from 
Bonaly, with the existing Torphin  
covered by an extension of service 
16 from Westgarth Avenue in 
Colinton. Daytime frequencies will 
be increased in both cases.

Concerns were initially raised 
by local councillor Dr Scott Arthur. 
While welcoming the increased 
service to Bonaly, he noted that 

“some in west Colinton will pay the 
price” with a slower service into 
the city centre (via Oxgangs and 
Morningside) and the loss of a direct 
connection to Firrhill High School, 
Meggetland, and the Craiglockhart 
Leisure Centre and Tennis Centre. 

In response to Cllr Arthur’s 
initial concerns, Lothian Buses 
explained: “School children and 
elderly customers are entitled to free 
travel through the Scottish National 
Entitlement scheme and can change 
buses in Colinton at no additional 
cost. We appreciate that journey 
time is a factor in many peoples 
decision to use public transport; 
however service frequency is also 
a massive consideration and we 
believe that the signifi cant increases 
in frequency will be a benefi t to both 
areas.”

At the May meeting of Colinton 
Community Council, held in 
public via Zoom, doubts about 
the revised services were plentiful, 
although some welcomed a direct 
bus route between Torphin and 
Morningside. The most common 
complaint, however, was the lack of 
any consultation by Lothian Buses 
with local residents. 

On 18 May, Cllr Arthur 
and ColCC’s vice-chair David 
Houston met with Lothian 
Buses. Communications Director 
Gaynor Marshall and Business 
Development Manger Keith 
Finlay both recognised the lack 
of consultation but said Lothian 
Buses had insuffi  cient resources 
to commit to consultation on all 
service changes across Edinburgh. 

They also outlined the devastating 
eff ect of the Covid-19 pandemic on 
their services and profi tability, that 
recovery of passenger numbers had 
been slower in Edinburgh than 
elsewhere, and that Lothian Buses 
are not fully compensated by the 
Scottish Government for providing 
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BREAKOUT. CLUB
Come and try out our awesome cafe 
and work stations! You can have an 
amazing work experience outside 
your home that's free! Our cafe menu 
is expanding—including delicious 
homemade soup and scones! 
https://breakout.club 
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BRIEFLY...
'GREEN BRIDGE'

The City of Edinburgh Council 
formally granted planning 
permission, on 27 April, to 
Balerno Pathways Limited for 
the replacement of the long-
since-removed “Green Bridge” 
across the Bavelaw Burn..

CINDERELLA!
Balerno Theatre Company’s 
2022 Panto will be a new 
production of Cinderella, 
performed at the Church 
Hill Theatre, Morningside, 
between 30 November 
and 3 December. For more 
information, visit https://www.
balernotheatrecompany.co.uk

CARLYLE'S
As we go to press, Carlyle’s Bar 
and Kitchen, at 36 Main Street, 
Balerno, is up for sale. It is 
described, by agents McEwan 
Fraser Legal, as a “unique and 
rare opportunity to acquire 
a fully trading Cafe/Bar/
Restauant, located in a prime 
position on Balerno Main Street” 
with “an exceptional reputation 
within the area”. Off ers over 
£300,000: mcewanfraserlegal.
co.uk  

FATAL ROAD CRASH
Police Scotland are still 
appealing for information 
following a fatal road crash 
on the A70 near Balerno, at 
approximately 7.05am on 
Saturday 16 April. The driver, 
a 58-year-old man, was 
pronounced dead at the scene. 

“We are appealing to anyone who 
may have seen the vehicle before 
the crash or who has dash-cam 
footage that might help with 
our enquiries to get in touch,” 
said Sergeant Nicola Young. 
Contact Police Scotland on 101, 
quoting incident number 0771 of 
Saturday 16 April, 2022.
(10.30am to 12.30pm).

EXCELLENCE
86.8% of Heriot-Watt 
University's research is classed 
as world-leading, according to 
the latest REF 2021 fi gures. Well 
done, H-W!

PAUL FISHER COCKBURN
EDITOR, C&B NEWS

As many of you 
will remember, 
C&B News used 

to come with a cover 
price. Specifi cally, 
for 20-odd years, it 
was 40p. 

Until, that is, 
issue 455 (April 
2020) when 
chairperson Gail 
Rankin explained 
that “during this 
period, the C&B 
News will […] 
support the community directly, and 
be free at the point of sale”. 

“This period”, of course, was a reference to the 
fi rst national Covid-19 lockdown. To be honest, 
there were some genuine concerns back then 
about the future of C&B News. Not least from 
me—the recently installed “lucky” 13th editor!

Gail wrote: “It is diffi  cult to plan forward at the 
moment, but we aim to continue to do what we do 
best; inform and enrich the lives of our readers, 
while supporting our local business community.” 

And, as they say, that’s exactly what “we” did!
Various degrees of lockdown have come 

and gone. 2020 became 2021, then 2022. C&B 
News – thanks to our wonderful contributors and 
advertisers and just-as-wonderful advertising 
manager Moira – kept going. Slightly fewer pages 
each month, yes—the page count was down a 
fi ft h, year-on-year, in 2020. But the committee 
of volunteers who keep this publication going, 
kept going. During 2021 we once again matched 
the pre-lockdown 40- and 44-page issues of 2019. 
And then, this year: 48 pages! 

All while still being FREE!
Understandably, a few people have asked me 

how long this can continue. Well, now I can tell 
you. 

Aft er more than two years, the magazine’s 
fi nancial situation remains suffi  ciently healthy 
for C&B News to remain “free at point of sale” 
permanently—and we’re still able to continue 
donating cash to local good causes too.

For an up-to-date list of our retail distributors, 
check out our website's homepage, so you'll know 
where you can pick up as many copies of C&B 
News as you wish—to pass 
on to neighbours, friends 
and family! 

Best regards!

Just what do we 
mean by "Free"...?

Professor Palmer Visits Dean Park
LYNSEY BINNIE
DEPUTE HEAD TEACHER, DEAN PARK 
PRIMARY SCHOOL AND NURSERY

Dean Park Primary School had a 
very exciting visit from Sir Geoff  
Palmer, on Tuesday 17 May.

Among his many achievements, 
Sir Geoff  is Professor Emeritus at 
Heriot Watt University and the 
fi rst black Professor in Scotland.

He very kindly agreed to come 
to Dean Park to be interviewed 
by members of our P7 podcast 
team for a Diversity and Equality 
special as part of our annual 
Diversity Week. 

Pupils were blown away by 
Sir Geoff ’s inspirational story 
and loved hearing about the 
highlights of his life, along with 
the positive diff erence he has 
made through his Equality and 

Diversity work.
Thanks to our Parent Council 

for organising this amazing 
experience and to Sir Geoff  
Palmer for giving up his time to 
visit us!

You can listen to the podcast 
here: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=aJ1uI1-qGAs

Sir Geoff Palmer with P7 Podcast Team 
representatives Sophie and Alex.

“free” travel for under-22s. 
In short, they claimed, Lothian 

Buses were not changing their 
timetables from a position of 
strength. Returning service 10 to its 
2019 frequency (when both Bonaly 

and Torphin each had a 20 minutes 
service) was just not possible now.

Suggestions of a peak time 
“Torphin 10”, or giving people free 
transfers between the 16 and 10 
routes at Rustic Cottages, were 

Colinton Residents 
Criticial of Bus 

Service Changes

“Minor” timetable changes 
will also be introduced on 
services 44, X44, 45, Skyline 400 
(including later services to and 
from Edinburgh Airport) and 
NightBus N16.

FRONT 

COVER 

STORY

rejected as being commercially 
unviable; nor were there any plans 
to introduce different ticketing, 
such as a one hour pass allowing 
use of multiple buses. 

Cllr Arthur and David Houston 
pointed out that, if Rustic Cottages 
was to become a heavily used 
interchange point, the existing 
bus stop on the narrow pavement 
needed to be redesigned and 
expanded to minimise the risk 
of accidents, especially involving 
school children. This, however, 
would be a City of Edinburgh 
Council responsibility through the 
Bus Stop Working Party.

Lothian Buses concluded 
that they intended to proceed as 
planned, but agreed to keep the 
situation under review. Any early 
diffi  culties will be addressed in the 
next scheduled timetable change 
in September but they believe that 
major change like this should be 
given an opportunity to bed in.

“This is not the outcome we 
hoped for, and it is particularly 
disappointing given the length of 
time it has taken to arrange the 
meeting,” Cllr Arthur said. “Whilst 
we still have signifi cant concerns 
about the proposals, we can see that 
Lothian Buses are in a very diffi  cult 
position.

“The meeting ended with 
agreement that local residents 
should have more opportunity to 
input into any suggested service 
changes, and we discussed ways of 
doing this in the future.”
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BRIEFLY...
THE GATE HOUSE

At the time of going to press, a 
two-bedroom detached cottage 
in Colinton, originally built 
circa 1780 and now “completely 
remodelled for luxury modern 
living”, remains for sale. The 
Gate House, 25A Spylaw Street, 
includes a “contemporary open 
plan kitchen/living/dining area”, 
and “stunning sun trap patio 
garden with tensioned awning 
and outdoor oven”. Off ers over 
£415,000. https://www.savills.
co.uk

ROADWORKS 
& ROAD CLOSURES

Colinton Road at Elliott Road, 
6-10 June: three-way temporary 
traffi  c lights to accommodate 
new service connection work 
by BT.

Bridge Road, Colinton, from 
12 May for three-to-four weeks: 
various temporary traffi  c lights 
between Spylaw Street and 
Woodhall Road to accommodate 
CityFibre cable and ducting 
installation.

Wester Hailes Road, from 
30 May for estimated two 
weeks: closed for carriageway 
resurfacing (from rail bridge to 
around 200 metres southwards), 
7pm to 6.30am week 
nights. Diversion signed via 
Murrayburn Road - Clovenstone 
Road.

COLINTON ARTS
Current exhibition Stories from 
The City, Land & Sea, featuring 
paintings by Jason Cordingley 
and Anne Skinner, continues 
at Colinton Arts (at 52 Bridge 
Road, Colinton, and also online, 
https://www.colinton-arts.co.uk/
exhibitions) until 18 June. 

Published by Gordon Macdonald MSP, Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP. Cost of publication has
been met by parliamentary allowances. Parliament is not responsible for the content of other internet sites.

GRANTS GARDENS 
GARDENING & SOFT LANDSCAPING

CONTACT INFO:
07758 390 086
GRANTSGARDENSEDiNBURGH@HOTMAiL.COMGRANTSGARDENSEDiNBURGH@HOTMAiL.COM

EDINBURGH BASED 
& SURROUNDiNG AREAS 

LOCATION:

GRANTS GARDENS @GRANTSGARDENSEDiNBURGH

 GET IN TOUCH 
 FOR A FREE 

QUOTE 

GGLANPINELANPINE L LTDTD
ARCHITECTURAL AND ENGINEERING SERVICES 

Planning and Building Warrant Applications 
carried out for New build, Extensions and Loft conversions etc 

A quality service from a local company that has been in business for 20 years 
Free advice and estimates 

Contact : Graham Hewat  Email:   gr-ti@blueyonder.co.uk 
Tel 0131 538 9331  Mobile 07752877704 

LOTHIAN MOWER SERVICES  
SALES - SERVICE - SPARES

 Swinabbey     Free collection 
 East Whitburn     & delivery locally
 BATHGATE EH47 7RH  
 (Formerly Broxburn)        Tel/Fax  01506 676661 

Call us on 0131 510 9300
or email: enquiries@worx24.co.uk

SSmmaallll BBuussiinneessss
➢ Office 365
➢ Business Email
➢ Video Conferencing
➢ VOIP Phones
➢ Virus Protection
➢ Cloud Storage
➢ Backup of Data
➢ Flexible IT Support

HHoommee
➢ PC / Laptop Repair
➢ SSD Upgrade
➢ Virus Removal
➢ Data Backup
➢ Networking & Wi-Fi
➢ Adhoc Support

30-32 Bridge Road, Edinburgh, EH13 0LQ   Company No: SC561596

SSuuppppoorrtt ffoorr PPCC’’ss,, LLaappttooppss,, WWii--FFii,, PPrriinntteerrss && ssooffttwwaarree.. 
WWee ccaann vviissiitt yyoouurr ooffffiiccee // hhoommee oorr pplleeaassee ddrroopp iinnttoo 
oouurr ooffffiiccee aatt BBrriiddggee RRooaadd ttoo ssppeeaakk ttoo uuss……..

Location, Location, Location—Kirsty and 
Phil Come Knocking in Juniper Green!

CAROLINE BROWN
C&B NEWS 

Have you ever tried selling your 
home? Tidying up before viewings 
can be stressful. Imagine if you 
have a Lego-loving three-year-old. 
Imagine a last minute call from 
your agent asking if someone can 
view your home? Imagine that 
someone is Channel 4, wanting 
your home to be part of a hit TV 
series and they’re popping round 
shortly?! 

You now have an insight into 
Harriet Beeson’s stressful yet 
exciting week where folded towels 
became her works of art and Lego 
hiding a fast-learnt skill. 

“Who knew I could hide that 
much Lego with a moment’s 
notice?”, laughed young Juniper 
Green mum Harriet. 

With personal photos swept 
away and surfaces cleared the 
period home was tidy for regular 
viewings but, for the TV crew, it 
became a whole new level of show 
home. 

Pristine bathrooms, sparkling 
kitchen and not a toy in sight! 

“Well prepared” was the feedback 
from the show’s presenters, well 
known property experts Kirsty 
Allsop and Phil Spencer. Harriet 
beamed with relief, but knew she 
had to do it all again for the next 
few nights. 

As the week went on Harriet 

and her husband 
David watched 
runners, 
producers and 
camera crew 
hide behind 
walls and jump 
to f i lm the 
prospective new 
owners. They 
watched Kirsty 
and Phil enter 
and leave their 
home, all from 
their table at the 
Kinleith Mill. 

They were 
happy to relax 
before heading 
home to start 
the mov ing 
home packing 
process, but not 
before a wee chat 
with Kirsty who 
was so down to 
earth. She was 
so impressed 
with their three-
year-old that she 
offered him a 
job—“You could 
have my job, you 
are so good at 
showing people 
things.” 

We will have to wait until 
the show airs in Autumn 2022 
to find out if their home beat 

Stockbridge, Roseburn, Brunsfi eld, 
Morningside or Marchmont as 
the Location, Location, Location 
of choice.

“Location, Location, Location presenters Kirstie 
Allsopp and Phil Spencer love coming to 
Edinburgh”, reports Series Producer Julyan 
Sinclair. “Kirstie has family ties here, so there’s a 
sense of homecoming for her, while Phil always 
comments on what a beautiful and vibrant city 
Edinburgh is.

“Both Phil and Kirstie showed properties in 
Juniper Green to their house hunters; they usually 
don't search with people whose budgets clash, 
so thankfully they weren’t fi ghting for the same 

property! In terms of what the area off ers, for 
starters there’s a lovely community vibe, great 
links into the city, and – in terms of square 
footage – you’ll get roughly 30% more “bang for 
your buck” than somewhere like Morningside. It 
all comes down to the classic quandary of size 
versus location…

“The episode we were fi lming will not be part 
of the new series which launched at 8pm on 
Wednesday 18 May, but will be part of the series 
which will kick off  in autumn of this year.”
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The Kirking of 
Currie’s Flag

ALLISTER MCKILLOP
CURRIE COMMUNIT Y COUNCIL

On Sunday 8 May Currie 
Kirk and Currie Community 
Council (CCC) held the annual 

“Kirking” of our fl ag. Basically, 
this is a blessing on the fl ag to 
help protect the Ensign when 
they’re out on the traditional 
Currie Riding of the Marches. 

We have held this service 
for decades; it is an intrinsic 
part of the Currie Riding of 
the Marches. Indeed, for us at 
Currie Community Council, 
our former vice-chair Allan 
Murray gets together with 
Jenny MacNair to organise this 
every year and we thank them 
both for their hard work.

This year's Ensign is Jenny 
Muir, and her Equerry is Aimee 
Shaw—both ably supported by 
Jenny’s eight-year-old daughter 
Jessica Dorward. 

McCANN & PARKIN  
JOINERY 

uPVC windows & doors
fitted kitchens & bathrooms 

Solid surface worktops: granite, quartz,
earthstone, corian supplied & fitted 

B&Q and Magnet approved kitchen installers 
free estimates 

call Graham on 0131 449 2008
or Derek on 07971 952 925 

95 Muir Wood Road, Currie, EH14 5HE 
E-mail: jones.david@blueyonder.co.uk 

The Door Depot 
• UP & OVER DOORS 
• ROLLER SHUTTERS 
• SECTIONAL SLIDEOVERS 
• ALL TYPES OF GARAGE DOORS SUPPLIED, 

FITTED OR REPAIRED 
• REMOTE CONTROL SUPPLIED FOR             

DOORS & GATES

Better Garage Doors Guaranteed 

Phone Alex Williamson on 228 8828 
or Email:  info@thedoordepot.co.uk

THE DOOR DEPOT IS A LOCAL FAMILY RUN BUSINESS, WITH THE MOST REASONABLE PRICES IN THE AREA 

5 YEAR GUARANTEE 
FREE ESTIMATES 

10% discount with this advert

Tel: 0131 443 5310
Mobile: 0777 083 1380

Currie 
Riding of the 
Marches 2022
GRAHAM DANE
CHAIR , CURRIE RIDE OF THE MARCHES

The Currie Ride got off  to a good 
canter on Saturday 7 May, albeit 
without any actual horses! (They 
will hopefully be trotted out in 
September.)

This ceremony was the 
Installation of Jenny Muir as the 
Currie Ensign 2022 and Aimee 
Shaw as Currie Equerry 2022. 
These are the two Principals who 
will represent Currie at Rides and 
celebrations in other towns across 
southern Scotland in the year to 
come. The Installation was a local 
event for invited guests, and the 
usual public send off  is planned 
for this year’s Ride on 3 September: 
watch the CROM Facebook page 
for details.

A l l  Cu r r ie ’s  e le c te d 
representatives were invited: this 
was the fi rst civic duty for newly 
elected Councillors Stephen 
Jenkinson and Fiona Glasgow, as 
well as sitting Councillor Neil 
Gardiner. (Joanna Cherry MP was 
unavoidably detained by a medical 
emergency of a family member and 
sent her apologies.) Sue Webber 
MSP presented sashes to the 
Ensign and Equerry and Currie 
Kirk minister the Rev Dr Easter 
Smart pinned on their medals. 

Currie Community Council 
chair Allister McKillop swore 
in the Principals, and then the 
serious business of socialising 
and enjoying the excellent 
refreshments began! It was a very 
friendly affair, deliberately low 
key, in the well decorated theatre 
of Currie Community Centre, and 
a wonderful atmosphere to mark 
the end – we hope! – of lockdown 
restrictions and the start of 
celebrations in the summer.

The following morning was the 
fi rst offi  cial duty for Jenny as she 
carried the fl ag into Currie Kirk for 
the “Kirking” of the Community 
Council, escorted by Aimee. (See 
The Kirking of Currie’s Flag, on 
this page.) 

That same aft ernoon, former 
Ensign Nicky McQueen organised 
a horse show at Tower Farm in aid 
of the Currie Ride and rosettes were 
distributed to the winners of each 
Class by both Principals.   Some 
of those young riders will aspire 
to be the ensigns and equerries of 
the future and we wish them much 
success.

Top left: Ensign Jenny Muir awarding rosettes at the Horse Show 
at Tower Farm. Below: Aimee and Jenny with Ensign 2012 Cheryl 

Gladstone. Above left: Present and past Principals: (l -r, b- f) Liz Day, 
Jenny MacNair, Aimee Shaw, Jenny Muir, Karen McGhee, Cheryl Gladstone, 

Fiona McErlean. Left: A young rider takes a fence at the horse show. 
Above: After the "Kirking": (l-r, b-f): Allister McKillop, Keith Symington, 

Kevin Kealy (all CCC). Front row: Graham Dane (Chair of The Ridings 
Committee), Jenny Muir (Ensign), Jessica Dorward, Aimée Shaw 

(Equerry), Sue Webber MSP, Rev Dr Easter Smart (Minister of Currie 
Kirk) and Allan Murray (on his last official duty as vice-chair of CCC) 

Photos: Gary Connelly and Jen Graham.
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‘Give it a Go Jazz for 
Kids’ Comes to Currie

PAUL FISHER COCKBURN
C&B NEWS

Do you know your “scooby doos” 
from your “doo-dats”? The 
Edinburgh Jazz & Blues Festival 

is coming to Currie Community 
Centre on Saturday 23 July in 
the form of a fun, interactive 
workshop – aimed at six to nine-
year-olds – led by the brilliant 
saxophonist Sue McKenzie (left).

This event is part of the 
festival’s commitment to 
performing in all the City of 
Edinburgh Council wards 
during the 2022 programme. 

A combined adult and child ticket is 
just £5; to book, go to https://www.
edinburghjazzfestival.com/artist/
give-it-go-jazz-kids, call (0131) 
226 0019, or visit 180 High Street, 
Edinburgh, EH1 1QS between 10am 
and 6pm.  

Rotary Learns About 
603 Squadron and the 

Battle of the Forth
MIKE ROWE
CURRIE BALERNO ROTARY

Speaking recently to Currie 
Balerno Rotary, Bill Simpson 
gave an account of the role of 
Edinburgh’s 603 Squadron 
during the second world war 
and notably their success in 
shooting down a German 
bomber at the start of 
hostilities—the first enemy 
aircraft shot down over Great 
Britain since 1918 and the first 
RAF victory in the Second 
World War.

603 Squadron was formed 
in 1925 at RAF Turnhouse as a 
bomber unit of the Auxiliary Air 
Force. It was later re-designated 
as a fighter unit; in 1939, it 
transitioned to Spitfires. Its 
initial duty was to defend the 
naval base at Rosyth, working 
alongside Glasgow’s 602 
Squadron.

On 16 October 1939 the 
Germans made a raid on Rosyth 
naval base. Although able to 
reach their target, they failed 
to achieve their objective of 
bombing a British warship. 
During their return flight they 
were chased by 603 Squadron 
and a Junkers bomber was shot 
down into the Firth of Forth 
north of Port Seton, marking 
the RAF’s first success of the 
War.

In August 1940, 603 moved 
to Hornchurch in Southern 
England, where it was 
operational for the remaining 
months of the Battle of Britain: 
603 Squadron was said to be the 
highest-scoring Battle of Britain 
fighter squadron.

After a further spell in 
Scotland, 603 Squadron left 
in April 1942 for the Middle 
East and then spent nearly 
four months defending Malta 
before being absorbed into 229 
Squadron on 3 August 1942.

603 Squadron reformed as a 
unit of the Auxiliary Air Force 
in May 1946 and remained 
as a Spitfire squadron at RAF 
Turnhouse until 1957. The 
current 603 Squadron was 
formed in October 1999 
and is now primarily a RAF 
Police unit.

Our thanks to Bill Simpson 
for a most interesting 
presentation. 

Interior / Exterior
0131 449 7154 

22 Currievale Park Grove, Currie  EH14 5XA 

Electrolysis by Pamela
Say goodbye to unwanted hair! 

Free Consultations 
Waxing, Eyelash Dyeing, Eyebrows 

Shellac nails 

22 Laichpark Road      Pamela J Robertson 
Edinburgh EH14 1XB         BIAE Registered 

0131 443 7776 
pamrobertson91@hotmail.com  

Charles A. Strachan 
Electrical Contractor 

Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Installations 

Tel/Fax 0131 449 2721 
Mobile. 07710547107 

e-mail: charles.strachan@blueyonder.co.uk
Registered Member of 

Arnold Clark Community Fund 
Supports Community for Food Again

CAROLINE BROWN
COMMUNIT Y FOR FOOD

Local charity Community 
for Food, which aims to 
ensure no child in a local 
school goes hungry, has once again 
received financial support from the 
Arnold Clark Community Fund.

Launched by the country’s 
leading 
independently 
ow ned car 
reta i ler in 
March 2020, 
the Community 
Fund provides 
financial help to community 
groups and charities that had 
been significantly affected by the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

We are pleased to announce that, 
last year, we were successful in one 
bid—and we have just won another! 

This money will allow us to 
continue providing food, toiletries 
and household cleaning items to 
more than 30 families every week.  

All the families we support are 

referred from five local 
schools: Balerno High 
School, Currie Community 
High School, Nether Currie 
Primary, Currie Primary 
and Juniper Green Primary. 

Thanks to all our volunteers 
who give their time tirelessly – 
week-in, week-out – to serve our 
families.  Thanks so much to 

our ongoing 
supporters 
who donate to 
us on a regular 
basis—we could 
not continue to 
support those 

families in need without you. And 
thanks so much Arnold Clarke for 
this amazing donation. 

Check us out on Facebook: 
h t t p s : //w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
communit y for food .  Emai l : 
communityforfood@gmail .com 
for more information or to get 
involved. Our PayPal for donations 
is: https://tinyurl.com/2p8ddkby

C&B News Still 
Ready to Match 

Ukrainian 
Fundraising 

PAUL FISHER COCKBURN 
C&B NEWS

Thanks to the ongoing support 
of our readers and the local 
businesses which advertise with 
us, C&B News has been able to 
set aside significant funds to help 
boost local fundraising efforts for 
the people of Ukraine. 

We are able to match funding 
of up to £500 per request, subject 
to the funds available. 

If you are currently fundraising 
for a registered charity helping 
in Ukraine, please get in touch 
with our donations manager Ros 
(donations@candbnews.com) to tell 
us about what you are doing and the 
charity you are raising money for. 
Ros will be in touch about how we 
can help.

New and 
Familiar Faces 
Elected to City 
of Edinburgh 

Council  
PAUL FISHER COCKBURN 
C&B NEWS

Voters in the Pentland Hills and 
Colinton/Fairmilehead wards of 
The City of Edinburgh Council 
elected both new and familiar 
faces in last month’s election. 

Graeme Bruce (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist) and 
Neil Gardiner (Scottish National 
Party) are re-elected to represent 
the Pentland Hills ward. They 
are joined by newcomers Fiona 
Glasgow (Scottish National Party) 
and Stephen Jenkinson (Scottish 
Labour Party). 

Scott Arthur (Scottish Labour 
Party) and Jason Rust (Scottish 
Conservative and Unionist) 
are re-elected in the Colinton/
Fairmilehead ward, joined by 
former Edinburgh Central MSP 
(and former minister for Local 
Government and Community 
Empowerment) Marco Biagi 
(Scottish National Party).

Your local councillors (re)introduce 
themselves starting from page 33.
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Pesticide Free 
Balerno Receives 
Grant
ANNIE MACDONALD
PES TICIDE FREE BALERNO

This month we thought we 
would shed some light on the 
recent pesticide spraying in our 
neighbouring community of 
Currie.

Ba ler no has been 
Pesticide Free for weed 

control since 2020; however, our 
neighbouring communities are 
still having pesticides for weed 
control even after three years.

We have had reports from 
concerned Currie residents 
telling us about pesticide spraying 
around streets, pavements 
and grass edges by the City of 
Edinburgh Council. We were told 
Glyphosate was being applied to 
pavements on a windy morning—
this is extremely concerning as 
glyphosate isn’t recommended 

Currie 
Horticultural 
Society: 2022 Show
SHEILA MASON
SHOW SECRE TARY

The weather has been kind to us 
in many ways as we work in our 
gardens and the “Horti” hope you 
have planted or will be planting 
flowers and vegetables so that, come 
27 August – when our Annual Show 
will once again be held in Balerno 
Community High School – you will 
consider showing the committee 
and the wider community how 
good you are.

The Schedule of “classes” for 
competition is now prepared and 
will be available to purchase. To 
exhibit you are required to be a 
member – purchasing a schedule 
makes you a member of the Society. 

Best wishes for a successful 
growing season.

The 2022 schedule is already 
available on our website: www.
currieshow.org, through which 
you can also contact us for further 
information.

Juniper Green Village Hall Seeks 
New Committee Members 

SUSAN PURNELL
PENTL ANDS COMMUNIT Y SPACE

Are you a Juniper Green or Baberton 
resident? Have you ever made use of 
our lovely Village Hall?

It’s a great resource on our 
doorstep that’s used by all 
generations: for fitness classes, 
interest groups, the playgroup, 
social functions, charity events, and 
concerts—to name but a few.

The Village Hall is a registered 
charity and is owned and 
maintained by The City of 
Edinburgh Council. However the 
organisation and co-ordination of 
the lets – and day-to-day matters 
at the hall – is carried out by a 
management committee. This 
comprises a small bunch of friendly 
locals, but we need more helpers! 

Can you spare time to help out 
and give something back to your 
community? The commitment 
need not be massive: we meet 
monthly, for around 90 minutes on 
a Thursday evening, and perhaps do 
a little more when organising events.

It could be that you would like 
some input on the halls activities or 
wish to put on an event or just be 
more involved in local matters. Or 
perhaps you have a skill or interest 
that may benefit the hall? We would 
really value the assistance of new 
members.

The Hall also has a lovely piano 
which is sadly not being used 
just now: could you make use of 
it, perhaps for lessons or another 
musical venture? The hall janitor 
would really appreciate some light 
entertainment!

Please get in touch if you think 
you could help to keep the life of 
the hall vibrant and interesting. 
It’s been at the heart of our village 
for more than 100 years and needs 
local support to continue moving 
forward. 

Our AGM takes place on 
Thursday 9 June, 7.30pm; we 
welcome anyone to come along to 
hear what’s going on.

For more information please contact: 
info@junipergreenvillagehall.co.uk

Can You Help Make Local 
Democracy Work?

ANNE MCDONALD
COMMUNICATIONS LEAD, COLINTON COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL

Do you care about local roads, 
footpaths, bridges, parks, traffic, 
buses, developments, toilets, 
nurseries, schools, surgeries, 
libraries, policing… and more? 

So do we!
We are Colinton Community 

Council and we are looking for 
new members. Set up in 2015, we 
play a critical role in representing 
local opinion on key issues to 
the City of Edinburgh Council, 
Scottish Government and other 
key bodies.

Our latest campaign is about 
safety and traffic flow on Bridge 
Road, in the heart of Colinton 

– details on our website, www.
colintoncc.org.uk – where we want 
to ensure local knowledge and 
experience is taken into account 
in the Council’s plans.

Our newest City of Edinburgh 
councillor described us as “such a 
healthy community council, with 
very dedicated members and 
expertise in abundance”. We’ll 
take that, thanks very much! 

If you feel you could be involved, 
do get in touch via secretary@
colintoncc.org.uk.

Or come along to our next 
monthly meeting on 14 June, at 
7.30 pm—venue details soon on 
our website, www.colintoncc.org.

uk; Facebook-colintoncc; and 
Twitter @colintoncc. 

Our plan is to offer a blended 
programme of online and in 
person meetings over 2022/23.

So what does being a Colinton 
Community Councillor involve? 

As a Councillor you’ll attend 
monthly meetings; report on any 
views and issues locals have raised 
(with which you won’t necessarily 
agree !); and if you’ve got a 
specific personal or professional 
interest, you could be our “go to” 
spokesperson on that.

In return, you'll learn a lot more 
about our community, about how 
the public sector works, and you'll 
meet new people within the CC 
and in the community. You’ll be 
listening and representing local 
views and contributing to the 
development and protection of 
Colinton.

Currie Kirk 
Guild Finally 
Gets to Alnwick!
ISOBEL WEBBER
CURRIE KIRK GUILD

After a lapse of two years, the 
Currie Guild finally made it to 
Alnwick for their yearly outing!

All were looking forward to 
being able to get together again. 
Leaving the Gibson Craig Hall 

and driving along the A1 with 
wonderful scenery, our first stop 
was at the Berwick Garden Centre 
where we enjoyed delicious 
scones and tea and coffee. What a 
wonderful garden centre and many 
purchases were made.

We then drove to the town of 
Alnwick, with free time where we 
could go to the castle, the gardens, 
Barter Books (a bookshop) or just 
stroll round the town.

Our evening meal was in 
Eyemouth, at The Heather’s 
Restaurant, which is attached 
to the golf club: great views, and 

delicious fish and chips—only in 
Eyemouth could you receive such 
a delicacy.

We would like to thank our 
driver Scott, from Charlie Irons 
Coaches, for being so kind and 
understanding—maybe some of 
us were a wee bit late returning on 
occasion!  

The Currie Guild returns to the 
Gibson Craig Hall in September. 
All Welcome!

LOCAL ORGANISATION UPDATESLOCAL ORGANISATION UPDATES

Balerno SWI: Open Night
SHONA HARROWER
CHAIR, FRIENDS OF CAMPBELL PARK 

May is when we have our Open 
Night and we were delighted to be 
free to have this in person!

Our 
President 
welcomed 
visitors from our 
neighbouring 
Institutes of 
Ratho, Juniper 
Gre en a nd 
Corstorphine 
and also Mikey 
McKenzie who 
in 2019 was the 
winner of BBC 
Radio Scotland 
Singer-
Songwriter Award.

He is a local who, until this 
award, had enjoyed performing at 
open mic events as well as working 
full time locally. Mikey’s songs – 
in his gentle, soft voice – reflected 
his “thoughts”, some of them his 
personal life feelings, while he 
accompanied himself on guitar 
and keyboard. 

In between songs Mikey told 
us he had become a stay-at-home 
musician following his award, 
concentrating on writing, and that 
he had “lots of time to do this”!  
He was very kind in thanking 

us for listening 
and Catriona 
thanked him for 
letting us listen 
to his singing.

W e  a l l 
enjoyed a cuppa 
and treats whilst 
the raff le was 
draw n. The 
s a le s  t able 
also did good 
business.

Ou r nex t 
me e t i ng  i s 

our Bus Outing when we travel 
to Galashiels to view the Great 
Tapestry of Scotland in its 
permanent home. After that we 
have a break before reconvening 
on 6 September to hear about 
Ravelrig Riding for the Disabled.

Hope everybody has a most 
enjoyable summer and that 
weather is kind to us all.

History Society 
to Reintroduce 
Annual 
Membership 
Charges
DOUGLAS LOWE
SECRE TARY, CDLHS

The Currie & District Local 
History Society has decided to 
reintroduce annual membership 
charges from the beginning of its 
next session, 3 October 2022. 

When the Society resumed after 
lockdown in November 2021, it had 
introduced a simple “pay on entry" 
system. As matters now seem more 
settled, an annual membership 
charge will be reintroduced: set at 
£35, this will cover all twelve talks/
meetings. Guests can still join us 
for individual meetings by paying 
£5 at the door on the night. 

We have six meetings planned 
before Christmas and a further six 
from 9 January through to 20th 
March 2023. The speakers have all 
been arranged: CDLHS members 
will each receive their own copy of 
the syllabus and the full list will be 
found on our website, curriehistory.
org. (Details will also be included 
in the C&B News “What’s On” 
listings.) 

Our website also includes many 
other interesting pages, such as 
the Currie Graveyard listings 
and details of the War Dead 
from the area’s war memorials—
pages proving popular with folks 
researching their family trees. 

The website also gives access to 
our vast photo archive, assembled 
from 1970 onwards, plus our 
ongoing Local History Guide 
project, which has an interactive 
map.

You don’t need to be a member 
to look at our website but new 
members are always welcome! 

Rev Dr Easter Smart, Minister of Currie Kirk, 
with owl friend in Alnwick; the group at The 

Heather’s Restaurant.

Fight Against Cancer
ALASDAIR GORDON
CURRIE BALERNO & DISTRICT ROUND TABLE

From time to time we welcome a 
speaker at our monthly meeting. 
Most recently, we were all inspired 
by John Macaulay when he gave a 
talk about the great work of Fight 
Against Cancer Edinburgh. 

Among the many wonderful 
things they do for patients and 
families who have been affected 
by cancer is to take a 
group of children to 
Lapland to visit Santa. 
We are delighted 
to be sponsoring 
four places on their 
next trip, and to be 
making a donation 
towards their fund. 
Find out more about 
FACE at https://www.
face.scot/

We also made donations to: 
Community for Food, which has 
now been going for two years 
helping families in the local area; 
Care and Repair, which helps 
with maintenance and alterations 
in the home to make it easier for 
older and disabled residents to 
live independently; and Currie 
Community Centre, to help fund 
much-needed work to the building 
and CCTV.

The 2022 Currie 
Beer and Curry 
Festival returns 
on 10 and 11 June, 
at the Curr ie 
Community Centre, 
so preparations are 
underway!

Tickets are on sale at 
ht tps://www.cbdrt .
com/beer-festival/CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 >>>
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Range of treatments offered 
includes: 

Physiotherapy 
Sports Massage 

Swedish Massage 
Pilates

Pelvic Floor Rehabilitation 

Edinburgh Sports Injury Clinic 
567 Lanark Road 

Juniper Green 

0131 629 0215 

 Every Thursday:  Dean Park Car Park from 7am-1:30pm 
Balerno Farmers Market:  2nd Saturday of every month

  SSeelleecctt--aa--BBlliinndd  LLttdd  
Inc. Morris Blinds & Curtains   estd. 1982

Now relocated to: 
Unit 2, 109 Swanston Road

Swanston Steadings
Edinburgh EH10 7DS

Tel 0131 445 7726  Fax 0131 445 7593 
www.selectablind.co.uk  email:info@selectablind.co.uk

for every type of blind 

!! THE COMPLETE TV SERVICE !! 

KINNEAR AERIALS   0131 441 4618 
51 Bonaly Crescent Edinburgh   kinnear.aerials@blueyonder.co.uk 

M.R.I.C.S     Plan-It F.C.I.O.B

Chartered Building Surveyors 
Full architectural design & full project management 

services for all house extensions and alterations 
1 The Birches, Broombank, Mid Calder, EH53 0EA 

01506 884216     www.plan-it-design.co.uk

PCS Now 
Water-tight!

KIRST Y CUMMING
PENTL ANDS COMMUNIT Y SPACE

We are delighted to announce that 
our new community building in 
Juniper Green is now water-tight, 
and we are getting ready to get 
internal work planned.

Now, if you are wondering, 
what’s this building for, it’s to 
enable our community to support 
its most vulnerable.

With one in four of us 
experiencing mental health 
problems – with anxiety, depression 
and loneliness increasing post-
Covid-19 – this will be a space for 
folk to get together, strengthen our 
community and support each other, 
improving the wellbeing of many.

We want to promote small group 
activities, such as: gatherings of 
exhausted new parents getting 
baby feeding support; Alzheimer’s 
suff ers with their carers playing 
dominos while listening to some 
golden oldies; arts and crafts 
mindfulness sessions; bereavement 
support groups; toddlers play; 
yoga classes; book groups; board 
games evenings; autism-friendly 
fi lm nights. 

We want activities to promote 
fun and relaxation, to enable 
our community to support each 
other, and strengthen community 
connections. This has been shown 
to improve both mental health and 
physical health.

But what do you think would be 
a useful activity in this space? What 
do you want from the room? And 
would you like to get involved?

We want to link in with existing 
spaces like the Juniper Green 
Village Hall, and church halls, so 
that the right space can be available 
to the community for diff erent 

needs—with our space being a 
more intimate, cosy room rather 
than a big hall.

Sadly, as the cost of building 
materials increases, we are running 
out of funds, but perhaps we can 
get support from the fabulous 
community around us with help 
to fi t out the internal space? Are 
you able to off er support? 

Contact us by email info@
pent land sspace . org ,  v i s i t : 
pentlandsspace.org or on Facebook 
@PentlandsCommunitySpace

for use in rainy or windy weather 
conditions, due to contamination 
and drift .

CEC and its newly elected 
councillors are supporting 
communit ies that request 
Pesticide Free safe alternatives 
to be used, but residents have to 
let them know! If you say nothing 

-it is business as usual.
We recommend urgently 

emailing parks@edinburgh.uk 
before the second spray.

This past month the Pesticide 
Free Balerno Volunteer Weeding 
group have been visiting the main 
road/car park areas of Balerno, 
manually removing weeds 
without using harmful chemicals.

It’s great to see so many Balerno 
residents wanting to remove their 
own small strip of weeds in front 
of their own property and helping 
less-able neighbours too.

If you need our volunteers’ help, please 
email: pesticidefreebalerno@gmail.
com, text: 07979 718485, or visit: www.
pesticidefreebalerno.com

>>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37>>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37Fair Summer
LESLEY HENDERSON
BALERNO FAIRTRADE VILL AGE GROUP

Doesn’t Gala bunting on 
Balerno’s Main Street bring back 
your bounce? By the time this 
June issue of “C&B” is out in the 
shops, we should have enjoyed 
our first near-normal Balerno 
Children’s Gala for two years, 
including Balerno Fairtrade 
Village Group’s banana and 
chocolate hoopla—pictures in 
next issue, we hope! Our thanks 
go to Gala organisers for helping 
bring our communities fully 
back to life.

Many thanks too to Dean 
Park Primary School (DPPS) 
for asking us to help celebrate 
their 50th anniversary, with a 
Fairtrade (FT) panel as part of 
June’s community display along 
the School fencing. It’s been a 
joy to work with DPPS since the 
start of local FT activity, and 
they rightly became a Fairtrade 
School in 2013. Most years, the 
children’s writing or artwork 
in the spring FT competition 

gives the whole community a 
truly heartening chance to see 
them, and our other local pupils, 
learning so well to share and 
take care of our world.

Fur ther away, it ’s now 
confirmed that Quito in Ecuador 
will host this year’s International 
Fair Trade Town Conference 
(21 – 23 October). Even in a 
world currently distracted by 
war, its priorities couldn’t be 
more serious and important: FT 

and sustainable development, 
climate change, responsible 
consumption; developing public 
policies in support of small 

producers and of FT generally, 
focussing this time on South 
America. Experiences will be 
shared by small producers, and 
by working cities especially in 
Latin America and Europe.

Edinburgh is also a FT City, 
with preparations here too for 
a “FT Fiesta” event or events 

– some maybe very local – on 
or around 15 October to mark 
the Conference and celebrate 
especial ly South American 
fairly traded goods: chocolate, 
bananas, wine, coffee and more. 
For more details, please watch 
our Facebook page.

Finally a message for our own 
politicians, representatives and 
administrators, as a new Council 
session starts. For a long time 
now, we’ve really appreciated 
consistent cross-party help for 
FT. To those moving on and 
those re-elected, all our thanks 
for your great support over the 
years; and to those newly elected, 
we’re looking forward very much 
to working with you too! 

Please, let’s go on asking for 
FT products whenever we can; at 
work, in the shops, on our travels. 
It all makes a difference.

The Village Green 
launches Plastic 
Free Currie
MOIRA PETERSON
CHAIR , THE VILL AGE GREEN

Local environmental group The 
Village Green wants to free Currie 
from single-use plastic. 

We want to pull together the 
change-makers in our community; 
to collaborate and to bring about 
the cultural changes that we 
need to see. Plastic Free Currie 
will be part of a national network 
of communities all doing the 
same, backed up by the national 
campaigns and actions of Surfers 
Against Sewage.

We can attain Plastic Free 
Community status for Currie 
but we need your help. We need 
Community groups willing to 
sign the Plastic Pledge and join 
us as Community Allies in our 
campaign for a Plastic Free Currie. 

Please do get in touch: 
moirapeterson1@gmail.com
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PAULD FISHER COCKBURN
C&B NEWS

Arguably the most distinctive – 
if not the largest – gravestone 
in Col inton Par ish 

Churchyard today is that designed 
by famous local artist Phoebe 
Anna Traquair (see C&B News 470, 
October 2021), in memory of her 
husband Ramsay Heatley Traquair. 

In the 1911 census, taken the 
year before he died at the age of 
71, Ramsay was listed as a retired 
civil servant and medical doctor, 
sharing his home in “The Bush”, 
Colinton with his artist wife and 
eldest son. 

However, while Ramsay had 
trained (at the University of 
Edinburgh) in medicine, this was 
not to become a doctor; medicine 
was, in fact, a common route into 
the natural sciences during the 
19th century, and his Gold Medal-
winning thesis was on aspects of 
fi sh anatomy. 

Which is why Ramsay is 
remembered today not as a doctor 
but as a prominent naturalist and 
palaeontologist, a leading expert of 
his time on fossil fi sh. As for “civil 
servant”, that was thanks to him 
having held several government-
sponsored academic posts in 
England, Ireland and Scotland—
most notably some 33 years in 
charge of the natural history 
collections held by Edinburgh’s 
Museum of Science and Art, now 
the National Museum of Scotland.

Like many “learned” men 
of his time, Ramsay was a son 
of the manse, the eighth and 
youngest child of Church of 
Scotland minister Rev James 
Traquair and his wife Elizabeth 
Mary Bailey. Soon aft er Ramsay’s 
birth, his father retired and the 
family moved from the manse 
in Rhynd, Perthshire, to south 
Edinburgh. Ramsay’s education 

took him from preparatory school 
to the Edinburgh Institution (now 
Stewart’s Melville College) and the 
University of Edinburgh. 

After graduating in 1863, 
Ramsay initially stayed on at the 
University, working as an anatomy 
demonstrator, before a relatively 
brief period (1866-1867) as Professor 
of Natural History at the Royal 
Agricultural College in Cirencester.

Becoming Professor of Zoology 

at the Royal 
C ol lege  of 
S c ienc e  i n 
Dublin in 1867 
was significant 
i n  s e ve r a l 
respects; not 
only was this 
Ramsay's first 
government-
funded 
position, and 
an opportunity 
to focus on 
research on 
fossil fi sh, but it 
was in Dublin 
that he met, fell 
in love with, 
and ultimately 
married (on 5 
June 1873) the 
artist Phoebe 
A nna Moss . 
Soon aft erwards, 
t he couple 
moved to their 
first home in 
the parish of 
Colinton, after 
Ramsay was 
transferred to 
Edinburgh to 
become the fi rst 

Keeper of the Natural History 
Collections in the Chambers Street 
museum.  

Ramsay and Phoebe would 
ultimately have three children 
together: their eldest son, also 
Ramsay (born 1874), would become 
a notable architect; younger son 
Harry (born 1875), a doctor and 
ophthalmic surgeon; and their 
daughter Hilda (born 1879).

Ramsay spent the next 33 years not 
just building up a large collection 
of fossil fi sh – considered one of 
the fi nest in the world at the time 

– but also carried out pioneering 
research on the distribution and 
classifi cation of the Scottish Old 

Red Sandstone fi sh, in the process 
becoming Britain’s leading expert 
on fossil fi sh in general. In 1874 he 
was elected a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Edinburgh, and served 
several periods as Councillor and 
Vice-President. By 1881, he had been 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of London and a visiting lecturer 
at the Natural History Museum. 
He was twice appointed Swiney 
Lecturer on Geology at the British 
Museum, initially between 1883 and 
1887, and again from 1896 to 1900. 

During his career he received 
numerous awards, as well as 
an honorary doctorate from 
Edinburgh University in 1893. The 
year aft er his retirement in 1906, he 
was awarded the Royal Medal of the 
Royal Society.

Ramsay was apparently well-
liked by all who knew him, and 
he possessed a sense of humour 
seen in a cartoon portrait he drew 
of himself—top-hat blown off  his 
head in pleasure at discovering a 
new species of fossil fi sh!

Ramsay spent the rest of his life 
in Colinton, continuing to publish 
his research and comment on 
developments in his fi eld. He died 
on 22 November 1912, aged 72

DOUGLAS LOWE
CURRIE & DIS TRIC T LOCAL HIS TORY 
SOCIE T Y

Until I received an enquiry 
from a lady looking for 
some information about 

Curriemuirend, I had just thought 
of it as part of the spreading 
village of Juniper Green: with 
Tanners Restaurant, and the 
Edinburgh Bypass—the latter 
carved through underneath the 
Lanark Road in 1980, opened in 
1981.

However the more I researched 
the subject, I found that 
Curriemuirend appears to have 
existed quite separately to Juniper 
Green and was named on maps 

from mid 18th Century. It was a 
small  industrial hamlet of houses 
for workers from Mossy Mill and 
Inglis grain mill down below on 
the Water of Leith. 

Mossy Mill (1595–1972) was 
originally a waulk mill for 
beetling cloth and then was 
converted to a paper mill in 1838, 
making “brown paper” from rags. 
It was demolished in 1999 and is 
now housing. Inglis Grain Mill 
(Curriemuir Mill, 1704–2001) 
was in the past famous for its 
Lothian oatmeal. It has now been 

redeveloped as housing 
and sits beside the Water 
of Leith just to the west 
of the towering Edinburgh City 
bypass. 

Just to the west of the 
Curriemuirend houses on Lanark 
Road, a steep stairway leads down 
to the Water of Leith Walkway. 
You will fi nd that it also passes 
under the walkway and crosses 
the Water of Leith on a footbridge 
thereby preserving the right of 
way used by workers heading for 
Mossy Mill and West Mill Road. 

Just beside the start of the path 
leading down the steps is what I 
would describe as the “ghost” of a 
building. It is a wall which is the 
remnant of a large tenement-style 

construction on which you 
can see the shape of the door and 
two of the lower windows. 

These days it would have 
been described as a House of 
Multiple Occupancy: in 1910 it 
housed seven families and had 
two outside toilets—one for the 
owner’s family, one for the other 
six families! The earlier building 
featured on an old postcard from 
my collection, showing a cart, 
possibly unloading beer, outside 
Curriemuirend Inn, which later 
became the Pentland Arms and is 
now Tanners Bar and Restaurant.

Above: An old post card of Curriemuirend.
Above right: The building that was home 

to seven families. Right: the "ghost" of the 
building today. Photos: Douglas Lowe.
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In a prime example of fi nding 
a local angle on a national 
news story, this issue’s 

editor Mhairi MacDonald-
Greig gave over the front page 
to the residents and families 
of Johnsburn Park in Balerno, 
who had organised a traditional 
tea (including “the biggest 
bowl of jelly […] seen since 

childhood” and “lovingly 
decorated” cupcakes) to 
celebrate both a Royal Wedding 
(of Prince William and 
Catherine “Kate” Middleton) 
and the 75th birthday 
(coincidentally on the same 
day, 29 April) of local resident 
George Crainer. 

The residents’ “fun-fi lled, 
memorable day” included 

“some very competitive, 
but good-humoured, old-

fashioned team races”, a 
“guess the wedding picture” 
competition, and a look back 
through 50 years’ worth of 
wedding fashions—which, 
according to the reporter, 

“prompted much conversation 
and amusement”!  

Elsewhere, the previous 
month’s Scottish Parliament 
election was slowly fading 
into history, with a low-key 
report (on the previous month’s 

COLINTONCOLINTON
CharaCharacterscters
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Above: a formal portrait of a young Ramsay 
Heatley Traquair. Photo: courtesy of University 

of St Andrews Libraries and Museums. Above 
right: the Traquair family gravestone in 

Colinton Parish Churchyard. 

“Holyrood Hustings” event 
in Juniper Green) noting 
the “premature valedictory 
statement” made by the now 

“former” constituency MSP 
David McLetchie. 

Although the new 
constituency MSP – the SNP’s 
Gordon MacDonald – wouldn’t 
offi  cially introduce himself 
to C&B News readers until 
next month, this edition did 
include an article by one of 
Edinburgh Pentland’s new 

representatives in the Scottish 
Youth Parliament. “I want 
to reach out to young people 
within Pentlands and be a 
voice for them,” wrote Currie 
Community High School fi ft h 
year student Rhiannon Lee. 

Pictorially, this fi rst issue 
of the summer gave over space 
to a sun-blessed Currie Fair, 
auditions at Balerno Theatre 
Company (for a planned 
production of the musical Hello 
Dolly! in December), the Currie 

Riding of the Marches, and a 
Scottish SPCA appeal to fi nd 
a safe new home for a male 
white hamster called Stuart, 
described as “friendly… [but] 
slightly nervous about being 
handled”. (Aren’t we all?)      

Long-time contributor 
Archie Clark, meantime, wrote 
about the “Use and MisUse of 
Compulsory Purchase Orders”, 
while also reporting on a 
public hearing on an appeal 
against Miller Homes and 

Taylor Wimpey who wanted to 
build houses on a large area of 
ground adjacent to Dreghorn 
Barracks and the outer city 
bypass. 

However, the no-prize for 
the issue’s best headline was 
undoubtedly inspired by a tour 
of Currie Kirkyard organised 
by the Currie and District 
Local History Society, which 
was modestly described as an 
excellent opportunity to “Meet 
Some Dead Interesting People”!

Snapshots Snapshots 
of the Pastof the Past

of the towering Edinburgh City 
construction on which you 

BALERNO GOLF CLUB 1897

Did you know that a golf 
club was instituted in 
Balerno in 1897? The 

location of the course was to be 
on the fi elds of Deanpark farm. 
Willie Park Jr (1864-1925) – golf 
professional, twice winner of the 
Open Golf Championship and 
golf club architect – was engaged 
to plot out the layout of the 18 
hole course. As he had been the 
architect of the Baberton course, 

the promoters hoped to encourage 
the Caledonian Railway Company 
to move Balerno’s passenger 
station (on Lanark Road West, 
approximately half-a-mile from 
Balerno village) to the goods 
station site—basically where 
Balerno High School is now. 

The layout of the course as 
detailed in the “Forgotten Greens 
of Scotland” website showed that 
the course would have utilised all 
of the Deanpark farm fi elds from 
just above Marchbank Drive, 

above Hawkfi eld, across the Bells 
estate houses almost as far as 
Cairns Gardens and southwards 
across Cockburn Crescent, 
covering the fi elds up almost to 
Upper Deanpark Farm. 

It was unlikely that Caledonian 
Railway would have agreed to 
move the passenger station as 
they had resisted requests from 
Balerno villagers to do just that. 
However, for many, this railway 
was a “golfers line”: from Hailes 
Halt you could reach Kingsknowe 

golf course; Torphin from Juniper 
Green or Baberton; and Dalmahoy 
from the Ravelrig platform. 
Indeed a device was fi tted in the 
smoke room of Baberton golf club 
giving a ten-minute warning bell 
of the impending departure of a 
train back into Edinburgh! 

Despite initial high hopes, 
Balerno Golf Club failed to 
materialise—as you no doubt 
realised, especially if you’re sitting 
in any of the houses all over the 
proposed location!
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ALASDAIR GORDON
CURRIE BALERNO & DIS TRIC T ROUND TABLE

It’s amazing to have the Beer Festival on our doorstep. 
How did it all start?
Doctor Beer: It was 11 years ago that the 
Round Table decided we should have 
(some kind of) a mid-year event to add 
to our Fireworks and Santa Runs. They 
came up with the idea of a beer festival. It 
was organised by Tim Dew and Christine 
Owen, starting out at the Gibson Craig 
Hall and soon moving on to a bigger venue 
at Currie Community Centre. Laurie 
Aitken has been 
the main organiser 
for the last few 
years.

So what preparations are 
underway for this year's 
beer festival?
Laurence: The 
preparation started 
as soon as last year’s 
event fi nished. We 
have a great team 
pulling together with 
all the jobs—arranging 
food, designing the 
room, booking the 

bands, organising 
the staff  rota and 
of course sourcing 
the fi nest beers from 
around Scotland and the UK.

James has the beer on order, and the 
fi rst casks have arrived! Cider, lager, 
wine and fi zz are ready to go! The all 
important curry is ordered and our 
collectors item (!) glasses have arrived. 
Furniture and fridges are sorted too. 

The week leading up to the festival is 
always pretty hectic with a big team of 
volunteers lined up. 

It all starts on the Monday when 
Blacklight arrives to start the event build. 
They put up the structure for the drapes, 
lights and decorations that will transform 
the venue from a sports hall to a beer tent .

On Tuesday the bar is built and the 
racking for the casks goes in. Meanwhile, 
more volunteers are preparing glasses, 
beer tokens and wristbands, checking the 
online ticketing sales and keeping the 

social media messages going.
Then on Wednesday the casks are 

“tapped” and “spiled” before they hit the 
racking where they’ll lie undisturbed until 
Friday. Blacklight will be back to build 
the stage and set the mood with lighting, 
sound and special eff ects.

Thursday is fi nishing touches day as the 
tables and chairs arrive, table cloths go out  
and we check that everything is ready.

James will be back in on Friday for 
quality control…

Doctor Beer: Yes, I’ll be 
“tapping” the casks for 
“quality control”. Once 
the beer has settled and 
cleared, we need to get rid 
of any particles around 
the tap, so we pour off  a 
little from each cask have 
a quick taste to check it 
isn't “off ”. We’ve not had 
a bad cask in 10 years, 
but we can’t be too 
careful!

So what's the line up?
Doctor Beer: As 
always, we want to 
help folks try a wide 
range of beers and 
breweries, hopefully 
many of which 

will be new to people. We'll announce 
the line-up on Facebook as we approach 
the event (https://www.facebook.com/
Curriebeerfest) and we’ll have tasting notes 
on the night. There are a few breweries 
we’ve not had before including some local 
and some further afi eld plus some old 
favourites. We’ll have Paolozzi pouring 
again for the lager die-hards and a great 
range of real ciders including the ever-
present Thistly Cross and several others. 
We’ll also have a good range of wines 
including white, red, rose and white/pink 
fi zz.

I heard the curry was good last year. What's the story 
there?
Laurence: We had a last minute switch of 
suppliers last year to the Kasbah takeaway 
in Marchmont.  The feedback was fantastic, 
so they’ll be cooking for us again this year! 
We’ll have a choice of Chicken, Lamb or 
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With the 2022 Currie Beer and Curry 
Festival just around the corner, we 
speak with organisers Laurence 
Aitken and “Doctor Beer” himself 
James Nicol, for some behind-the-
scenes insights into this long-
established local event.
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Aitken; Doctor Beer says 'Keep drinking beer'; the Casks 

arrive; the 2022 Beer Festival glass. Above: a Happy Punter! CONTINUED ON PAGE 18 >>>
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vegetable curry—all served with 
rice and naan. Just be sure to buy 
your curry ticket in advance—
we’ll have a few extra portions on 
the night, but it sells out quickly.

Do you have any top tips for anyone going 
for the first time?
Doctor Beer: We serve the beer 
in third pint glasses (but full 
pints are available, as are two-
pint pitchers). I like to start with 
lighter ales: blonde/golden, then 
pales, then hoppier IPAs, then 
amber/dark beer and fi nally 
porters/stouts. If you go with a 
bunch of mates, take turns to 
pick a beer in a two-pint pitcher 
so that you can all try the same 
beer together. Pretty much most 
beers go with curry, but some will 
prefer a cool pint of Paolozzi from 
Edinburgh Beer Factory.

How much do you hope to raise?
Laurence: We’re happy just 
to put an event on and get the 
community together, but last year 
we still made over £4,000 which 
we donated directly to local food 
banks. We call it “drinking with a 
conscience”!

So who are the sponsors?
Laurence: We have a new main 
sponsor this year, St Andrews 
Timber. Grant Porteous and his 
team at local Funeral Directors, 
Porteous, are continuing their 
support and sponsorship of our 
glasses. We also have numerous 
companies sponsoring a cask and 
you can look out for them on our 
Facebook page. Any businesses 
wanting to sponsor a cask can 
still get in touch—it’s great value 
local advertising and includes 
two entrance tickets with food.

Do you need any more volunteers? You 
must need some help sampling the beer...?
Laurence: There are always 
lots of wee jobs to do so anyone 
is welcome to come along and 
help us out any evening in the 
week of the event. We are always 
looking for clear-headed helpers 
on the Sunday morning for the 
big clear-up when we return 
the Community Centre back to 
normal. If anyone can off er a few 
hours on the Sunday morning, 
they’ll get a free ticket for 2023!  

More: Curry Festival is on 10-11 June 2022 
at the Currie Community Centre. Tickets 

are on sale at https://www.cbdrt.com/
beer-festival/

>>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37>>> CONTINUED FROM PAGE 37 Porteous Funeral Directors Welcome New Manager
MARK WHITEHOUSE
COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANT

A leading fi rm of Edinburgh-
based funeral directors has 
added a new manager to its 

experienced team.
Cat Dickson has joined 

Porteous Family Funeral 
Directors, which operates 
funeral homes in Juniper Green, 
Colinton, and other parts of the 
city.

Previously with Co-op 
Funeralcare for nine years, Cat 
believes she can apply a range of 
skills and knowledge to her new 
role.

“As a long-established, family-
run business, I am delighted to be 
joining Porteous Family Funeral 
Directors,” she says. “Not only is 
our focus on supporting families 
during their most diffi  cult time 

but, as an independent fi rm, the 
company has clearly worked hard 
to become an integral part of the 
communities it serves.

“Being a funeral director is a job 

like no other. Every day I consider 
it a privilege to be able to do what 
I do. My role is to help families 
through the loss of a loved one, 
and making sure they are able 
to say goodbye in a way that is 
fi tting to them.”

She also hopes to continue 
breaking stereotypes, 
encouraging more women into 
the profession.

Cat’s appointment will add 
still further to the person-centred 
approach at the core of the 
company, according to owner 
and managing director Mark 
Porteous. “We have established 
a good reputation based on 
an attentive yet professional 
approach,” he says, "and in 
welcoming Cat we know she 
shares the values that we hold 
dear in serving the people of the 
city.”

Seagull Trust Cruises: Back 
and Looking for Volunteers

IAN BENNET T
SEAGULL TRUS T 

Ratho-based canal charity 
Seagull Trust Cruises has 
restarted their trips for 

people with special needs, but 
is struggling to provide pre-
Covid-19 levels of service 
having lost some crew 
volunteers aft er two years 
of no sailings on the Union 
canal. 

“As the bookings increase, 
we need more volunteers to 
keep sailing,” says chairman 
David Mieras. “Ideally we 
aim to operate seven days a 
week, two or more times a day. 

Some crew members moved on 
and there are now vacancies.”

If you’d like to volunteer – 
training is provided – or can off er 
a donation then contact David on 
0131 445 2022. If you’d like to book 
a trip then contact Carole on 
07511 055081.

www.facebook.com/candbnews
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Fun and Flexible Local Job 
Opportunities in After-school Care

SONIA RUTHERFORD
PARENT, AND JUNIPER GREEN RESIDENT

Staff  shortages remain 
an issue for many local 
organisations. Recently, the 

aft er-school club at Juniper Green 
Primary School was forced to 
cut places at short notice, leaving 
some parents without childcare 
for two days a week. With 
insuffi  cient staff  to maintain 
adult-to-child ratios, sometimes 
other local providers have been 
unable to open.

There is now more 
awareness of the vital role that 
childcare staff  play in our local 
communities. This includes 
agency staff  who provide 
short-notice contingency when 
permanent staff  are absent. 
Therefore, it’s encouraging 
that employers are focused on 
improving salaries and benefi ts.

Juniper Green aft er-school 
club is run by charity North 
Edinburgh Childcare. According 
to general manger Theresa 
Allison, now is a great time for 
people to consider childcare roles: 

“Working with young people is 
one of the most rewarding jobs 
and, aft er school, the focus is on 
having fun! 

“We welcome applicants who 
have enthusiasm and energy, and 
who will get real satisfaction 
from creating activities with 
the children,” she told me. “For 
entry level roles, we fi nd that 
those who have grown up with 
younger siblings or who have 
enjoyed volunteering in clubs like 
brownies and cubs oft en have just 

what we are looking for.
“Our staff  range from age 16 

to those who have retired from 
previous careers. Some roles 
provide ideal fl exible working 
for students, people with other 
caring commitments or those 
who just enjoy supporting the 
community. We provide the 
mandatory child protection and 
fi rst aid training,” she added. 

“For staff  who would like to 
progress, we encourage them 
through qualifi cations on a career 
path towards senior management. 
Recently we celebrated a number 
of team members being promoted 
or progressing to university 
which has led to four vacancies.

“Juniper Green Primary School 
has a lovely family feel and great 
facilities including a forest area 
and astro. With many local shops, 
cafes, a university and other 
children’s playgroups, staff  oft en 
combine part-time roles with 
work and study elsewhere, giving 
them variety and fl exibility. We 
also off er full time hours across 
our other services.”

Lee Picken, chair of Juniper 
Green Primary School parent 
council added: “We thank North 
Edinburgh Childcare for doing 
all they can to provide a great 
service for our parents and 
children. We encourage anyone 
who would like to fi nd out about 
vacancies at Juniper Green 
to contact North Edinburgh 
Childcare.”

Email: info@
northedinburghchildcare.co.uk, visit: 
www.northedinburghchildcare.co.uk

Water Safety in the Pentlands and Beyond
C MCAVOY 
WATER SAFE T Y SCOTL AND

The Pentland Hills offers 
a fantastic experience to 
get out and enjoy nature. 

However, with numerous diff erent 
possibilities for activities and sport, 
it’s important to be aware of safety 
around our inland waterways. 

Every year, on average, we see 96 
people drown in Scotland—in 2021, 
this increased to 105 people. 

It ’s therefore extremely 
important to be aware of the 
dangers of inland water, so that 
you can take the necessary steps 
to ensure a fun and safe experience 
for yourself, friends and family.

Whether you plan to go walking 
near, or for a swim in, a waterway, 
an easy way to keep safe is to follow 
Water Safety Scotland’s Water 
Safety Code:

• Stop and Think, Spot the 
Dangers
Cold Water Shock is one of the 
biggest concerns for swimmers 
using Scotland’s inland waterways 

and is an involuntary response that 
occurs to the body being suddenly 
or unexpectedly immersed in water 
that has a temperature of less than 
15°C. It aff ects your ability to breathe, 
overwhelms your swimming 
abilities  – even impacting the 
strongest of swimmers – and can 
lead to drowning.  

Other hazards to consider when 
in water include coming into 
contact with obscured objects, 
strong currents and other people 
using the water. Additionally, it’s 
important to remember that the 
combination of alcohol and inland 
waters is not a wise mix. If you have 
been drinking, it’s highly advisable 
to stay on dry land!

• Stay Together, Stay Close
Whether participating in a water-
based activity or simply walking 
or hiking near the water, it’s always 
better to “Stay Together, Stay Close” 
with a friend or family member. 

If you do f ind yourself 
unexpectedly in the water, and 
you do not feel in control, the best 
course of action is to fl oat. The 

easiest way to do this is to fi ght 
the instinct to swim, lean back, 
extend your arms and legs, and 
then fi nally fl oat until you have 
controlled your breathing. Once 
you are calm, swim to safety or 
call for help.

• In an emergency, call 999
If you see somebody in trouble in 
the water, do not to enter the water 
yourself, as this will also put you 
at risk. Instead, call 999 and ask 
for help, then look for a throw-line 
or life ring while you wait for the 
emergency services to arrive.

Equipping yourself with 
k nowledge such as the 
aforementioned Water Safety Code 
can limit your chances of injuries or 
accidents and can ensure a positive 
and fun experience around water.

For further tips on water safety, visit: 
www.watersafetyscotland.org.uk 

For more information on outdoor 
swimming tips, check out the outdoor 
swimmer’s code: https://tinyurl.
com/2ff z5dc2 

A Successful Year for 
Rotary—Despite Covid-19

The end of June marks 
the end of not just Currie 

Balerno Rotary’s year, but the 
conclusion of Percy Farren’s 

time as its President. He 
takes an opportunity to look 

back on 2021-22…

My year as president started 
with meetings via Zoom 
as Covid-19 continued 

to impose restrictions on us but 
thankfully, by October 2021, we 
were able to restart face-to-face 
meetings at our new venue in 
Baberton Golf Club.

From t he 
start of my year, 
I can say that we 
have continued 
to be busy and 
successful.

We  h ave 
e n j o y e d  a 
wide range of 
social activities 
including a 
very successful 
Christmas meal 
with fabulous 
entertainment 
by a f lamenco 
guitarist and 
dancer, and 
with a diverse 
and fascinating 
range of visiting 
speakers.

Covid-19 
h a s  m a d e 
fund-raising 
challenging, 
but we have 
run a number of events. We again 
ran stalls at the Balerno Farmers’ 
Market, including a successful 
Christmas stall selling craft  items 
provided by members of the club; 
and we organised our “Tree of 
Life”, which proved to be our most 
successful yet in terms of both fund 
raising and fun—with a special 
appearance by Santa.

Supporting the community is 
a key element of our work. Our 
Community Chest, which we run 
together with Balerno Village Trust, 
has provided many grants for local 
projects. We have continued to 
support the Wester Hailes Food 
Bank and have developed new 
relationships with Community for 
Food and the Pentlands Ukrainian 

Support Group.
We have made donations to the 

Multiple Sclerosis Society, to the 
Turing Trust’s work internationally, 
and so much more. We have 

supported local schools and, of 
course, have continued to maintain 
the Currie fl owers!

Finally, I want to highlight 
our environmental effort. It 
has become a Rotary priority 
internationally and we are making 
our contribution locally. We have 
worked alongside Pentlands Eco 
Network, joining other local 
organisations in a litter pick in 
Roley’s Wood. More recently, we 
joined in the planting apple trees 
in Currie’s George V Park.

I am grateful for the opportunity 
given me by my fellow Rotarians, 
and for their support throughout 
my year in helping to make a 
positive contribution to those 
around us.
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GAIL COUSINS
BALERNO RAMBLERS

All Scottish Government Covid 
rules and formal restrictions 
on travel and car sharing 

have ended. However, the virus is 
still very prevalent, and members 
will have diff erent risk tolerances, so 
ramblers are being asked to respect 
and accommodate these as much as 
possible.

Car sharing to walks remains a 
decision for individual car drivers 
and, if we wish to share, we organise 
this amongst ourselves and if we 
need help, we contact the walk 
leader direct. If planning to share 
transport it is recommended to take 

a lateral fl ow test beforehand. 
Each walker should continue 

to carry their ICE (in case of 
emergency) card, hand sanitiser, 
medication, and plasters. The leader 
will also have a more comprehensive 
kit with them.

As April became May the most 
noticeable thing on our walks is 
the bursting forth of leaves and 
blossom on the trees, in hedgerows 
and gardens. Daff odils and tulips 
have made way to bluebells, wild 
garlic, azaleas, rhododendrons, 
and a profusion of wildfl owers. 
Frolicking lambs and young calves 
in the fi elds, the cacophony of bird 
song, and parents protecting their 
brood, whether cygnets, ducklings, 
or goslings. A joy to behold.

The Balerno Ramblers have 
off ered eight walks involving 120 
Ramblers. The Midweek walks 
are the most popular, totalling 74 

Ramblers. This group has walked 
locally from Threipmuir around 
Black Hill and, more recently, from 
Balerno to Spylaw Park (along 
Lymphoy and Blinkbonny, returning 
along the Water of Leith Walkway), 
and the Wester Craiglockhart 
Hill circular from Dovecot Grove. 
Further afi eld, there was a linear walk 
from East Linton to Haddington via 
Hailes Castle along the River Tyne. 

Weekend walk leaders have led 
a challenging 12 mile (19.3km) 
Pentlands walk, and a moderate 7.5 
mile (12km) Burntisland circular via 
the Binn, and Kinghorn Loch. 

Finally, we organised a bus trip 
to Dunbar to walk the 8.5 miles 
(13.7km) back to the cars parked at 
East Linton; thanks to the receding 
tide, the group were able to cross the 

“Bridge to Nowhere”, heading over 
the sand to Hedderwick wood and 
Tynemouth Bay.

UPCOMING WALKS
The Midweek group is offering 
walks to Dundas Castle, the 
Almondell Linn’s Mill Loop, North 
Esk Reservoir, and a linear walk 
from Kingseat, Fife. The Weekend 
group tend off er longer and more 
challenging walks, alternating 
between a Saturday or Sunday: 
Moorfoots with Gladhouse reservoir, 
and Aberlady to North Berwick with 
a bus return. 

We will hold a summer social 
event on Saturday 18 June to visit 
Juniper Artland, including lunch 
either indoors or outside at the 
café—depending on the weather!

Aft er the successful geology walk 
(from South Queensferry to Eagle 
Rock) in March, we will be off ering 
an opportunity on a Wednesday in 
July for a further geology walk with 

Still Walking in Sunshine (and Still Walking in Sunshine (and 
Occasional Heavy Showers)Occasional Heavy Showers)

Main: Croquet Social. Photo: Roger Jonathan. Below left: Proud parents. Photo: Catherine 
Lindsay. Above top: April sunshine in the Pentlands. Photo: Liz Robertson. Above: Midweek Group 

on the Water of Leith. Photo: Gail Cousins.

Angus from Gullane. Cost will be £8 
per person; more details to follow.

CROQUET SOCIAL EVENT 
A “baker’s dozen” of ramblers tried 
Golf Croquet at Balgreen on 6 May. 
There was much rejoicing when 
a ball went through a hoop, and 
exasperation when a ball was 
knocked away by the opposition. 
The group played three games and 
fi nished with tea, coff ee, and cake in 
the pavilion. 

Thanks to Jane and Rosemary, 
our coaches, and to Pat and Phil for 
organising the event. We plan to have 
a follow up later in the season.

INTRODUCTORY WALK FOR 
NEW WALKERS

This leisurely four-mile (6.4km) walk, 
which set off  from Currie Library, 
attracted 14 walkers, who followed 
the Water of Leith from Currie Kirk 
to the Water of Leith Visitor Centre 
at Longstone, taking us downstream, 
with some interesting features 
en-route. 

We stopped in Spylaw Park for a 
short break, admired the lovely array 

of trees and listened to the various 
birds. 

A highlight, for many in the group, 
was the Colinton Tunnel Mural—
such a fabulous place to explore and 
admire. From there we continued our 
walk past Redhall Walled Garden 
and explored the 18th century stone 
grotto. It was then a short walk to the 
end at the visitor centre. 

Participants were drawn from 
far and wide, including Penicuik, 
Silverknowes, Stockbridge, New 
Craighall as well as Balerno 
and Currie and walkers took 
the opportunity to have some 
refreshments and chat about the 
walk, which was both enjoyable 
and successful—such that some will 
consider joining Balerno Ramblers 
or their local group. 

Walks are open to members and 
non-members and new members are 
always welcome. For more details 
and contact numbers please refer 
to: enquiries@balernoramblers.
org.uk; www.ramblers .org.uk/
balerno or www.facebook.com/
Balerno-Ramblers

To sign up for our mailing list email: 
balerno-ramblers+subscr ibe@
googlegroups.com You can also follow 
us on Twitter: @BalernoRamblers

Skydive for Christopher
ROSS AND SHIVA COWE
BALERNO RESIDENTS

Three very courageous 
young people from the 
Balerno High School 

Community completed a  tandem 
skydive, on Sunday 8 May, in 
memory of their dearly loved 
and missed school friend Chris 
Cowe—in the process helping 
raise nearly £3,000 for the 
Christopher Cowe Memorial 
Fund, set up through Cardiac 
Risk in the Young (CRY).

Abby, Josh and Andrew (l-r, 
above) stepped up to the plate 
and conquered their fears to 
jump out of a plane at 10,000 feet, 
travelling at speeds of up to 130 
mph (209 kph). Cheered on by 
family, friends and well-wishers, 
the intrepid threesome took this 
amazing challenge in their stride 
on a day of mixed emotions. 

As Christopher’s parents we 

are extremely proud of their 
commitment. More importantly, 
their love and friendship in 
completing this challenge is an 
example to us all. Their bravery 
and resilience shines through.

We are pleased to report that 
the team smashed through their 
fundraising target of £1,500, 
raising – at time of going to press 

– £2,865 towards the memorial 
fund, with all monies raised 
being used to set up and run a 
heart screening day at Balerno 
High School for our young people. 

We are also keen through 
future fundraising activity to 
run a similar event at Currie 
Community High School in the 
near future, so please keep an 
eye out for future event updates 
through social media and C&B 
News.

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/skydiveforchristopher

Blinkbonny resident Karry Richardson is looking for help regarding this painting which 
belonged to her late mother. “She was ‘farmed’ out to Balerno/Currie – we’re not sure exactly 

where – but we believe the painting is of the farm where she stayed, with some ‘aunts’,” explains 
Karry. The painting is by William Stuart Malloch and is dated 1928. Do any C&B News readers 

recognise the scene or knew the artist—if you do, please get in touch with the editor!
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SCHOOLSFEATURES

DEAN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

NETHER CURRIE PRIMARY SCHOOL
Moving Up and Moving On

KIRSTEN H JOHNSTON
HEAD TEACHER, NE THER CURRIE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

Over the coming weeks, we 
are preparing to welcome 
our new Primary One 

pupils and their parents and carers 
into life at Nether Currie Primary 
School. 

We are thrilled to be able to 
offer a face-to-face transition 
programme for the fi rst time in 
three years and, at the time of 
writing, are looking forward to our 
fi rst meeting on Monday 30 May. 
We are hosting a family learning 
event, a teddy bears’ picnic and a 
sample lunch for children to try.

As part of a city-wide transition 
programme, all young children in 
Edinburgh will be sharing Debbi 
Gliori’s story, “The Bookworm.” 
We hope that our newest Nether 
Currie pupils are looking forward 
to a “coorie-in” with us in the story 
corner!

PRIMARY 7S
Meantime, for our Primary 7 pupils 
there are a number of transition 
events taking place. Again, for 
the fi rst time in three years, they 

will be able to spend three days at 
Currie Community High School 
before the summer break. This 
is a rite of passage for our oldest 
learners and they are really looking 
forward to going.

Following the three day visit 
to CCHS, our P7 leavers will be 
returning to school for their special 
celebration of “water games and 
mischief” in our school grounds 
and Muir Wood Park. Staff  are very 
much looking forward to a good 
water battle! We are once again 
grateful to Gillian and her team 

at the Kinleith Mill and Riccarton 
Arms pubs, who will help with the 
catering.  

In the fi nal week of term, our 
leavers can look forward to a picnic 
in Bloomiehall Park, with Juniper 
Green and Currie Primary School 
P7s, and then their fi nal assembly 
for parents and carers on Thursday 
30 June. We will then send them 
off  in style onto the next chapter 
of their lives.

Last year's "Water Games and Mischief" in 
Muir Wood Park.

Balerno Community 50th Anniversary Display at Dean Park

FIONA BELL
DEAN PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL PARENT 
COUNCIL

Balerno Village Trust, Dean 
Park Primary School and 
the Parent Council have 

come together to celebrate the 
50th Anniversary of Dean Park 
Primary School and Marchbank 
Park! 

One of the ways we are 
celebrating is with a fabulous 
community and school outdoor 
display about the people and 
groups who make Balerno what 
it is. It will run around the 
perimeter fence of Dean Park 
Primary from 18 to 30 June. 

The decorative fence panels 
will be enlivened with art, craft s, 
posters, photographs and words, 
celebrating the past fi ve decades—
from the school and park opening 

in 1972 until now.
Dean Park Primary and 

Nursery classes, as well as many 
Balerno community groups, will 
be participating to celebrate life 
in the village and the people in 
the local community. It will show 
who we are in the village, what 
we enjoy, how we spend our time 
and what is important to us as a 
community in 2022.

We will have more than 40 
creative displays for you to enjoy 
ranging from Compass Playgroup, 
Balerno 51st Scout Group and 
the Women’s Institute to Balerno 
High School, local churches and 
PTA Craft  Club. 

An online and printed 
programme to accompany the 
displays will be available, guiding 
you round the display from the 
main school gate, following round 
to Marchbank Park. The display 
is all outdoors, can be enjoyed in 

your own time and is accessible 
via footpaths. Keep your fi ngers 
crossed for sunshine—or at least 
no rain!

In late summer/early autumn 
the Parent Council will also 
be hosting a separate display 
of memories, photographs and 
interviews about the past 50 
years of Dean Park Primary, in 
the Balerno Community Centre. 
More details soon.

We hope you can join us in 
celebrating the creativity of our 
community and 50 years of Dean 
Park Primary and Marchbank 
Park!

18 – 30 June 2022, at Dean Park 
Primary School. Print copies of 
the programme will be available 
from the Mill Café and Balerno 
Community Centre, or search 
#DeanPark50 #Marchbank50 on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Primary 4 Pop-up 
Market Stall

CLAIRE POPE
NURTURE TEACHER, CURRIE PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

As part of the Primary 4 
farming topic, we thought 
it would be great to do 

some real-life farming! As a year 
group we decided to run a short 
enterprise project, which will 
culminate with the selling of 
our produce at Balerno Farmers’ 
Market on Saturday 11 June.

We spent a lot of time weeding 
and preparing our raised beds. 
In the short time we had, we 
decided to grow carrots, potatoes, 
radishes, herbs, beans and 
lettuces. We have also planted 
some wild fl owers, which we 
hope will be ready to sell in small 
bunches on the day. 

We would love it if you came 
along to support us at the market.

Walking for Ukraine
Heriot-Watt student Adam Cooper and friends 

decided to conquer Scotland’s iconic West 
Highland Way in order to raise funds for the 

Ukraine-based charity “Voices of Children 
Foundation”. Before setting off, he explained 

his reasons to C&B News…

My name is Adam Cooper, 
and I am a student 
Mechanical Engineer at 

Heriot Watt University. I, alongside 
three good friends, am an avid 
lover of the outdoors and have 
been looking forward to conquering 
the mighty West Highland Way 

– the 154 km (95 mile) route from 
Milngavie, north of Glasgow, to Fort 
William in the Scottish Highlands – 
for a very long time. With my 
scouting days long behind me, it 
will feel immense to set foot once 
again upon the gravel tracks of our 
beautiful country. 

I never take the easy route in 
life, through choice or fate, and 
must constantly push myself to 
go the extra mile. One of the most 
diffi  cult aspects of life is fi nding 
purpose when none seems present. 
As a child, my light of guidance was 
always my grandad, who dedicated 
much of his life to getting outdoors 
and teaching others about the 
history of Scotland. Aft er he died, 
for a long time I walked a twisted 
road feeling hopelessly lost and 
hugely conflicted. Since then, I 
have realised that it does not matter 
which path you take in life—all you 
must do is keep walking, one step 
aft er the other. It is far better to be 
burdened by the regret of the things 
you have done than the things you 
haven’t. 

Since February I’ve been shocked 
and dismayed at the tragic events 
which have occurred in Ukraine. 
It pains me greatly to see so much 
destruction and waste of human life, 
particularly in this day and age. I 
want to help bring an end to this war 

by any means possible and therefore 
set myself the challenge of using our 
walk to raise funds for Ukraine. The 
charity I am supporting, the Voices 
of Children Foundation, provides 
much-needed psychological 
support to children aff ected by the 
war in Ukraine—oft en entering 
very dangerous parts of the nation 
to do so.

In today’s world it is easy to forget 
how fortunate we are to reside in 
a peaceful country seemingly far 
from the chaos and violence we see 
on our television screens. The war 
in Ukraine has served as a massive 
wake-up call to the threat that 
the democratic world faces from 
the darkness which lurks in the 
shadows and the oppression which 
strangles the voices of those who 
speak out against it. 

We cannot hide anymore, as 
for every day we do that darkness 
grows stronger and its grip grows 
tighter. Soon even we will not be 
able to stop it, unless we do what 
every previous generation has done 
and take a stand against it. We fall 
divided with our various beliefs and 
opinions; however, we must stand 
united against evil and enact our 
duty to do good wherever possible. 
Over the last few months, we have 
been showing that courage once 
again and the important thing 
is to continue doing that. When 
Russian troops crossed the border 
into Ukraine, Putin lost the war. 
Not through numbers, money, or 
power but through the negligence 
of humanity and its will to fi ght on.

зло не переможе—“Evil will not 
prevail”. 

My GoFundMe page will remain open 
until 14 June. I would like to say a huge 
thank you to those who have already 
contributed, and I welcome donations 
from anyone who would like to make 
one. https://gofund.me/daa8189b

Rotary Joins with Ukrainian Support Group
MIKE ROWE
CURRIE BALERNO ROTARY

Currie Balerno Rotary has 
off ered its support to the 
Pentlands Ukrainian 

Support Group. Our President 
Percy Farren and Treasurer Doug 
Marr have joined its committee, 
with a view to providing practical 
support and help with accounting 
and accountability. 

The Pentlands Ukrainian 
Support Group, previously “BBJC 
welcomes Ukraine”, was set up to 
support Ukrainians arriving in 
Balerno, Currie, Juniper Green, 
and Baberton Mains, and their 
hosts. 

Chairing the group is Natalia 
Duncan, herself Ukrainian, 
working with Maria Laskowska, 
who is Polish, and Caroline 
(“Tiggy”) Brown, who has played 
an essential part in the Group. 
Presently, they are supporting 
14 adults and three children, but 
believe there are others locally 
with whom they would like to 
make contact.

The group has facilitated the 
provision of English language 
classes twice a week at Gibson 
Craig Hall with the help of 
local volunteer ESOL teachers 
and assistants. They also run 
a fortnightly coff ee aft ernoon 
at Currie Community Centre. 
They want to provide shopping 
vouchers and bus passes but, for 
this and so many other costs, they 
desperately need fi nance and they 
have sought help from Rotary in 
fund-raising. 

Rotary has 
already donated 
£2,500 to the 
Edinburgh 
Ukrainian 
Club but is now 
focussing on the 
local initiative. 
We have 
started with 
help towards 
purchasing bus 
passes to enable 
the Ukrainians 
to get to job 

interviews, maintain contact with 
other Ukrainians, and to get to 
know Edinburgh.

We must all be aware of the 
diffi  culties faced by incoming 
Ukrainians, who will arrive with 
very few possessions and face 
a very uncertain future. The 
Support Group seeks to welcome 
them in the community and to 
arrange opportunities for them to 
keep in touch with each other, as 
well as to provide assistance where 
it is needed. Rotary is looking to 
help and we are sure C&B News
readers will too.

Currie Balerno Rotary will play 
an active part in fund-raising. We 
hope that local outlets will agree 
to display our collection boxes 
and we hope, too, that local people 
will be prepared to contribute 
by making monthly donations 
or individual contributions. 
Donations to the Pentlands 
Ukrainian Support Group are to 
be made via the Rotary Charity 
Account.  This is managed by the 
Rotary Club of Currie Balerno 
and will be ring-fenced, with 
distribution of funds being 
decided by the Support Group 
Committee.

All donations will be gratefully 
received and will make a big 
diff erence.

For more information, check 
out “Pentlands Ukrainian 
Support Group” on Facebook, 

visit the Currie 
Balerno Rotary 
website (www.
cbrotary.org), 
follow us on 
facebook.com/
cbrotary1020 
and twitter.com/
cbrotary1020 
or, to become a 
Friend of Rotary, 
email us on 
curriebalerno 
rotary@gmail.
com 

Left to right: Serhii and Nadiia Leshchenko 
(who created the PUSG logo, below), Rotary 

Treasurer Doug Marr, Yustyna Piddubna, Rotary 
President Percy Farren, and Maria Laskowska.

Rotary Joins with Ukrainian Support Group
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Remembering the Final 
Remembering the Final 

Years of the Balerno 
Years of the Balerno 

Branch Line
Branch Line

55 years ago the Balerno 
branch line – connecting the 

upper Water of Leith valley 
with the wider Scottish rail 

network – was officially 
closed to freight traffic. 

Within a year, most of the 
track had been lifted and 

the stations and other 
infrastructure demolished. 

Don Shaw looks back on 
photographs taken during the 
early 1960s by rail enthusiast 

and campaigner Norris 
Forrest. Photos courtesy of 

The Transport Treasury, www.
transporttreasury.co.uk 

THE BALERNO BRANCH LINE
The Balerno branch line was a 
loop that left the Edinburgh-
Glasgow line just after 
Slateford and continued up 
the Water of Leith valley to 
Balerno via Colinton, Juniper 
Green, and Currie. Just before 
Balerno the line split: the 
left fork heading towards a 
goods yard (long since site 
of Balerno Community High 
School), while the right went 
under Lanark Road West to 
Balerno passenger station 
(now filled with flats, although 
the former stationmaster’s 
house remains intact). The 
line then continued westwards, 
ultimately rejoining the main 
line at Ravelrig Junction.

Above: While regular passenger services on the Balerno Branch ended on 30 October 1943, 

specially organised passenger excursions continued to run until 1965. Here the excursion 

train stands at the former Currie passenger station; the engine had been uncoupled from the 

carriages in order to run round them and be re-attached at the rear, so as to push the train 

along the line to Balerno and then pull it while making the return trip to Slateford.
Above. Colinton station. The former stationmaster’s house is just visible at the top right of the picture. A steep flight of steps, known locally as 

"Jacob’s Ladder", allowed him – as well as passengers coming along Spylaw Bank Road – to get to and from the station quickly. The goods yard was behind 
the passenger station. The entrance to the Colinton Tunnel, now famous for its award-winning mural, is to the right.

Above: Juniper Green station was at the foot of the curving road leading down 

from Lanark Road (nowadays called Baberton Loan).  A warehouse – built post-war 

on the site of the goods yard, just behind – is still there, having been converted 

into flats. The main commercial customer at Juniper Green was the Woodhall 

paper mill. Below: Kinleith paper mill siding. The electric shunter belonging to the 

mill had been in service since 1902.  The mill’s closure was the main factor in the 
decision to end goods services on the Balerno branch in 1967.

Above Right: The former Balerno Goods 
junction, on the south side across from 

482 Lanark Road West, visible in the 
background. Originally the stationmaster's 

and porter's house, dating from the 1870s, 
it was renamed Station House by well-

known land agents Davidson & Robertson. 
Right: The last passenger excursion train 

to visit the branch line in April 1965.

Right: the last Passenger 
excursion crosses the 

bridge at Currie in 1965. 
Below: The old goods 

yard at Currie Station, in 
use until December 1967. 

Readers can probably 
work out the present-day 
location from the church 

in the background and 
the goods shed, which 

has been converted into 
a house.
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Olive Deli and Post Office: 
Goodbye, Robert!

ERIC GILLIES
COLINTON RESIDENT & SPYL AW SCARLE T

In November 2017 a spark was 
ignited in Colinton, rapidly 
burgeoning into a shining 

retail star—Robert Carcary, 
proprietor of the Olive deli and 
Post Offi  ce, had arrived!

If you didn’t know Robert was 
an Art School graduate you would 
guess it from the presentation of 
his goods—always eff ective and 
oft en edgy. Those goods were 
high quality, with foodstuff s oft en 
locally sourced from Fife, the 
Pentlands, Arran, the Highlands, 
and Colinton itself. However, I 
did have initial misgivings. On 
her fi rst visit to “the new deli” my 
wife came home with a receipt for 
£92.43! Was I facing penury? Aft er 
tasting the stuff  she bought I was 
smitten: if the reward for penury 
was that delicious, then so be it!

The high pressure end of the 
business was, undoubtedly, the 
Post Offi  ce counter. At Christmas, 
the queue would sometimes 
extend a fair bit up the pavement 
from the shop. Robert was always 
a beacon of calm effi  ciency in a 
sea of customers clamouring for 
attention and action.

When Currie’s Post Office 
closed temporarily from April 
2020 to 2021, the pressure on 
Robert’s business increased 
hugely. Christmas 2020 was an 
extremely challenging period but, 

as ever, he handled the situation 
with good humour, kindness and 
compassion—while working his 
socks off  at the counter! And, aft er 
hours, paperwork!

Robert held an open evening 
early in the Olive’s life. Local 
musicians the Spylaw Scarlets – 
bass, fl ute and violin – were seated 
in front of the cheese display, our 
instruments played in sometimes 
outlandish positions as customers 
in the packed shop lunged over 
and between us for an Arran Blue 
or a Tain Cheddar. A great event!

The pandemic, of course, made 
everything more diffi  cult. Robert, 
Janet and Jane were meticulous 
in keeping the shop safe for 
customers and themselves.

20 April 2022 marked Robert’s 
fi nal day before retirement, and 
the Spylaw Scarlets were honoured 
to play him out. This time we were 
seated on the balcony, far from the 
madding crowd, and we fi nished 
our set by coercing the audience 
to sing “Robert’s Song”.  The 

“Colinton Community Care Choir” 
did try, but their lack of harmony 
was matched only by their lack of 
anything else remotely musical! 
We all had a good laugh though!

Robert was – is – a “local hero”, 
and will be missed greatly. He 
deserved a medal. What he got 
instead were fl oods of aff ection, 
many hugs and his own personal 
song!  

Top left: Robert Carcary, former master of the Olive Deli and Post Office. Inset: one of 
myriad fond farewells. Top: the Spylaw Scarlets. Above: Robert tries to hear “his” song, with 

new owners Debra and Ian Stewart in the background. Photos: Michael Wilson

Olive Deli and Post Office: 
Hello, Debra and Ian!

DEBRA AND IAN STEWART
OLIVE DELI & POS T OFFICE

Debra and I will have been 
married 40 years this 
year and worked side by 

side for almost all that time.
We started a delicatessen in 

Lochinver in 1986, converting 
a virtually derelict house in the 
main street of the village. The 
business grew over the years, 
adding two dining rooms. We 
focused on the fi nest of meats, 
and fi sh from the harbour and 
were lucky to have built up quite 
a following with the locals and 
the many regular tourists alike. 
We also specialised in pies with 
20 fl avours savoury and sweet, 
for which we became quite 
famous.

We thoroughly enjoyed our 
time living, working and raising 
our son Sean and daughter 
Natalie in the Highlands. 
However, once they left  home, 
the distance and travel-time 
involved made us start to 
consider moving further south.

Both Sean and Natalie studied 
at the University of Edinburgh, 
so we had become very familiar 
with the city and decided this 
would be a place to settle.

We were lucky to sell our 
business, Lochinver Larder, two 
weeks before the fi rst lockdown 
which was obviously incredibly 
fortuitous; however, it has 
taken us two years to fi nd a 
new business that we can run 
together without the need of too 
many staff . Once again, we have 
been incredibly fortuitous to 
have found the Olive Deli and 
Post.

It’s quite a change for us but 
we hope we can continue the 
success of Robert’s fantastic 
set up and supply a jolly and 
effi  cient service to the Colinton 
locals who have proved to 
be extremely friendly and 
supportive.

Having lived in a community 
for all these years, we are thrilled 
to be in the city—but even more 
so to be in a part that really feels 
like a community.
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VIEWS

MILLBANK 
MUTTERINGS

by TAURUS CERAMICUS BARBATUS

#183: QUEEN ELIZABETH'S 
PLATINUM JUBILEE
On 6 February 1952, the then 
Princess Elizabeth ascended the 
throne on the death of her father, 
King George VI. She has now 
served her country as Queen for 
over 70 years—far longer than 
the 40-or-so years most of us 
expect to work until reaching 
pensionable age. 

Her coronation was on 2 June 
1953. We listened to the service 
on the radio and went to the 
cinema to see it in colour on 
the Pathé News. The sadness 
of the previous year gave way 
to countrywide rejoicing, the 
streets decorated with fl ags, and 
red, white and blue bunting. 
There were street parties and 
fun events, bonfi res, fi reworks, 
concerts and fashion shows. 
Special stamps were printed, 
celebratory coins minted and 
(of course) our new pennies, 
shillings, fl orins, half crowns 
and paper currency carried 
the head of our new Queen. At 
school we drew coronation 
scenes and proudly carried our 
coronation mugs home. Our 
collection of commemorative 
spoons acquired a new one, and 
a silver coronation coach drawn 
by eight white horses adorned 
the mantelpiece.

Every so oft en, we rediscover 
the souvenir booklets, biscuit 
tins, tea caddies and plates 
we collected. Along with the 
pens, propelling pencils, crystal 
glasses and thimbles we still 
occasionally use, distant 
memories are revived of life 
then. I guess that the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee will see many 
new souvenirs, but this time 
I will be content to watch the 
event on television.

Some countries are ruled 
in fear by tyrants; the fact we 
sing “long may she reign over us” 
shows her place in our aff ections.
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3 All blockages cleared:
Toilets, sinks, baths, showers, 
outside drains and manholes

3 Outside tap fitted
3 Blocked manholes
3 Burst Pipes
3 Showers fitted
3 Storage tanks
3 New taps fitted & repaired
3 Toilets repaired and replaced
3 Gutter cleaning
3 New installations
3 All plumbing work carried out

Family business with over 20 years experience
No job too small and all work is guaranteed

24 hour Emergency Service

Call Alexander on  0131 449 3071 or 07849 393364
Currievale Drive, Edinburgh EH14 5RNwww.currievaleplumbing.co.uk

HOLLIS ACCOUNTING LTD
Local Chartered Accountant

Services include:
Tax Returns
VAT & Payroll
Business Accounts
Bookkeeping
Charity Specialist
Consultancy

Website: www.hollisaccounting.co.uk

Contact Sarah Hollis to arrange 
a free initial meeting and 
obtain a fixed price quote at 
reasonable rates. 

Address:
26 Nether Currie Road
Phone:
0131 225 2821
Email:
sarah@hollisaccounting.co.uk

All domestic Plumbing including Drainage(Local Authority Approved)
 Local Service Renewals (Grant Work) Shower Repairs & Installations.

Bathroom Suites Installation. Storage Tanks. Radiator Renewals.
Heating Control Repairs.

Free Advice Friendly and Efficient Service

Phone  
Fax 
Mobile  

0131 449 3389
0131 622 5622

07956516695
(Corgi Registered)

P LUMBING & HEATING
 M  DONALDC

Gutters cleaned             20 Years Experience 
External work        Estimates Free 

MMaarrkk  RReeeeccee
Painter & Decorator 

Reliable     Tel 0131 466 0304 (Currie) 

Scots Music Group
I am responding on behalf of the 
group of musicians who played at 
the April Balerno Farmers’ Market, 
and would like to thank Niall 
Duncan for the lovely article he 
provided.

We are all members of Scots 
Music Group and had played at 
the market for a number of years 
prior to Covid-19’s emergence: this 
was our fi rst time back aft er all the 
restrictions imposed, and we were 
very happy to be there again. Scots 
Music Group provides classes in 
a variety of diff erent instruments 
and song, to learn traditional 
music, and is a source of long-
lasting friendships. See:  http://
www.scotsmusic.org 

One of my friends, Ted Tracey-
Bower (of Auld Spice Ceilidh Band, 
and a local resident) provided us 
with the music for the Ukrainian 
National Anthem that same 

morning, and suggested we should 
play it: something of a challenge, 
having not rehearsed it, and we 
wondered if anyone would actually 
recognise what we were playing. 
We decided to give it our best shot… 

It was both a surprise and 
delight to see Niall, Gena and 
Luda standing there listening 
intently, and we learned from Niall 
of the dreadful journey that Gena 
and Luda had had to make from 
their home in Ukraine, and that 
they had only very newly arrived 
in Scotland. It was a very touching 
and emotional moment. We do 
all wish Gena and Luda and their 
family all the very best, and hope 
they will come again to the market 
next time and beyond.

Trish Santer
Balerno Resident

Gift  Shop 
Local

In response to Archie’s “Shopping 
in Town” article in your May 2022 
issue, shopping locally could be 
another option for your birthday 
present purchase—at the “Gift  
Stop”, in the heart of Currie (on 
the corner of Lanark Road West 
and Riccarton Mains Road). 
We’re just a wee walk away; 
alternatively, there are bus stops 
nearby. 

Yes, we are only a small shop, 
but we have a wide selection of 
cards, gift s and stationery. We use 
lots of diff erent suppliers so it’s 
like several shops rolled into one 
wee treasure trove. We even sell 
small gift  tins of Edinburgh Rock! 
We’d love to see you, Archie—pop 
in and have a browse and support 
your local business! 

Fiona Jackson
The Gift  Stop, Currie

An Editor writes: I applaude Fiona 
Jackson's gumption and nerve when 
it comes to spotting an opportunity 
for some free advertising, but I must 
admit she's right: The Gift  Stop is 
a treasure trove of cards, gift s and 
stationery... and C&B News, of 
course!

The much-needed – and long-overdue, some might say – carriageway repairs on Balerno’s 
Cockburn Crescent appear to have come as a genuine surprise to at least some of Lothian Buses’ 

drivers. How else can we explain local resident Kenny Gunn-Russell's sighting of this poor 44 bus, 
lost on Crosswood Crescent and presumably – desperately? – seeking a route to its terminus 

which didn’t involve physically crossing Marchbank Park?

Legitimacy of Cycle Lanes
It must be a relief to readers that 
the debate about the legitimacy of 
the council's new cycle lanes has 
fi nally been resolved. The Labour, 
Green and SNP manifestos all 
pledged to improve the network 
of protected main road cycle 
lanes and fi ll in the gaps. This 
saw SNP Transport Convenor 
Lesley Macinnes reelected with 
hugely increased support, while 
the SNP took the Pentlands seat 
previously held by Tory transport 
spokesperson Sue Webber, as 
well as one of the Tory seats in 
Colinton (where turnout was the 
highest in the city at almost 60%). 

Now that two thirds of Colinton 
ward councillors and three 
quarters of Pentland ward share 
this strong democratic mandate, 
it is to be hoped that some of the 
schemes' more vocal opponents 
will fi nally accept that they are 
here to stay. In the meantime, 
cities all across the UK have been 
far more bold than Edinburgh 
when it comes to improving their 
roads. The people have spoken - 
let's get on with making a healthier, 
safer city for the next generation.
Dave McCraw
Resident
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Readers may recall The 
City of Edinburgh 
Council rejected an 

application by Rapleys, acting 
for J S and R Mitchell, for a 
mixed-use development – of 
350 houses (30% aff ordable), a 
health centre, a community 
facility and outdoor 
recreational area – on prime 
quality farmland west of 
Ravelrig Road, Balerno. 650 
people objected.

Rapleys’ Appeal (PPA-230-
2351) has been dismissed, 
and planning permission 
refused, Reporter Mike 
Shiel said: “I conclude 
that, notwithstanding the 
possibility of a housing 
land shortfall, the adverse 
consequences of the 
development […] signifi cantly 
and demonstrably outweigh 
any benefi ts to be gained 
from helping to remedy that 
shortfall.”

He considered the main 
issues were: (1) the principle 
of developing the site 
for residential and other 
purposes; (2) the housing land 
supply position in Edinburgh; 
(3) the development’s 
environmental impact, 
including its eff ect on the 

RAPLEYS 
RAVELRIG APPEAL 

DISMISSED

Green Belt; (4) the transport 
implications; and (5) the 
overall sustainability of the 
development.

He noted the site is in the 
Green Belt in the present Local 
Development Plan and would 
remain so in the proposed 
City Plan 2030. He quoted 
government policy that “where 
a defi cit in the maintenance 
of the fi ve-year housing land 
supply is identifi ed, greenfi eld/
green belt housing proposals 
may be granted planning 
permission”, subject to fi ve 
criteria. 

Taking reporters’ comments 
from two recent appeals, he 
observed: “there is no up-to-
date information on the 
appropriate housing land 
target, and thus the housing 
land requirement”. He quoted 
another reporter: “..HNDA2, 
[Housing Need and Demand 
Assessment] which although 
certifi ed as robust and credible, 
is intended only as a starting 
point for the preparation of 
plans. Expecting the individual 
decision maker to select an 

appropriate growth scenario is 
unrealistic and would be most 
unsatisfactory from a public 
participation standpoint.” He 
stated that the draft  City Plan 
does not allocate housing land 
in Currie or Balerno but, if 
allowed here, it would represent 

“a very signifi cant departure 
from the Plan’s proposals for 
the Balerno/Currie area”.

He believed this development 
would have a signifi cant 
long-term adverse eff ect on 
the landscape, with housing 
cascading down the slopes 
impacting on the appearance 
of the Currie and Balerno 
settlements. The green belt 
objective respecting the setting 
of the city would be damaged by 
urban penetration beyond the 
fi rm green belt boundary.

On traffi  c noise, he doubted 
that the impact on existing 
residential amenity would 
be signifi cantly adverse, and 
fl ooding concerns could 
be resolved by planning 
conditions. While considering 
traffi  c, it took him 15 minutes 
to walk to the nearest 

shop (so CEC’s 20-minute 
neighbourhood objectives 
would not be achieved). As 
for unaccompanied children 
getting to Dean Park Primary 
School, he expected people 
would resort to using cars, as a 
bus seemed unlikely.

He was sceptical about 
the appellant’s approach to 
healthcare provision as the 
NHS would be responsible for 
staffi  ng. 

On other issues, he said 
that simply allocating sites 
for community facilities on 
a masterplan “will not make 
them happen” and, given the 
location, more cars could be 
expected. The development 
would not make effi  cient use 
of existing capacities of land 
and infrastructure, nor support 
town centre and regeneration 
policies. Additional vehicles 
would not help climate control 
objectives; the development 
would result in the loss of a 
signifi cant area of prime quality 
agricultural land; and it would 
not be sustainable.

PLANNING
BY ARCHIE CLARK

GERRY AITKEN  
Painter and Decorator 

27 years of experience 
Private & commercial 

work 
Prompt & professional 

Free estimates & advice 
All work guaranteed 

No job is too big or small 

Tel: 07798 565 321 
e-mail: junigig@aol.com 

2/7 Lorimer View,  
Juniper Green

COLLINS
DECORATORS 

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR 
“QUALITY ASSURED”

  FOR EXPERT ADVICE ON ALL 
  PAINTING & DECORATING, 
  CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 
  AND PROMPT ATTENTION. 

ALL TYPES OF INSURANCE  AND  
 CONTRACT WORK  UNDERTAKEN 

TEL: 0131 539 5705 
MOB: 07788 963952 
 collins_decorators@outlook.com 

Douglas
       Ramsay

Loft Conversions & Builders
Building Alterations : Structural Work

Staircases : All Joinery Work

Tel/Fax: 0131 443 2809
Mob: 07973 528 078
www.dramsay.co.uk

ROOF WINDOWS

16 Dovecot Park,
Edinburgh EH14 2LN

Email: dr@dramsay.co.uk

‘BEST VALUE’, AND TRULY ‘CLEAN’ ENERGY?

We are encouraged to 
think wind turbines 
produce clean, or 

“sustainable” energy. 
A letter in a newspaper 

led me to investigate what 
it takes to generate 1 MW of 
electricity using wind power. 
One estimate (from the United 
States Geological Survey) 

indicated that on average the 
material requirements were 103 
tonnes of stainless steel, 402 
tonnes of concrete, 6.8 tonnes 
of fi breglass (for rotor blades), 3 
tonnes of copper and 20 tonnes 
of cast iron. Figures quoted 
elsewhere suggest that 220 
tonnes of coal are needed, plus 
aluminium, rare earths and 

other elements.
Some time ago, Scottish 

Secretary Alister Jack 
reportedly said that the market 
economy was responsible 
for seeing 1,000 jobs (which 
were expected to be provided 
locally) created in Indonesia to 
build wind turbines for a site 10 
miles off  shore from Fife. If we 

are looking to cut our carbon 
footprint, this seems an odd 
way of doing it. 

As wind-turbines have a life 
of about 25 years and only work 
when the wind blows, they look 
neither clean nor sustainable 
to me if they get carted across 
the world to and from their 
intended sites.
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RETURN TO WORK

It’s an honour and a privilege 
to be reselected to represent 
the Pentland Hills Ward, 

and I would like to thank all 
the people who put their trust 
in me to continue making 
a positive difference to the 
various communities. Success is 
tinged with some sadness as my 
colleague in the campaign, Emma 
Gilchrist, missed out by a mere 14 
votes. Emma would have made 
a tremendous councillor, full of 
enthusiasm to make a positive 
diff erence. If I thought my step 
count was big enough, it’s just 
going to get a whole lot bigger as 
I now cover the whole ward!

It was great to hear that 
the housing development on 
Ravelrig Road was refused on 
appeal. I put my list of objections 
alongside the local community, 
including the fact that the road 
infrastructure could not cope 
with this development—but that 
is a problem not just here but 
across the city.

I was saddened to hear that 
an elderly man fell onto the 
road in Juniper Green from his 
electric wheelchair because of 
a parked car blocking access to 
the pavement. What people must 
remember when trying to park 
their vehicle is that people like 
this gentlemen in a wheelchair 
should not be forced onto the 
road as it’s extremely dangerous. 
It’s not just people in wheelchairs 
but parents with buggies as well. 
I foresee parking restrictions 
ahead in this area because of 
inconsiderate parking.

Lastly, it was a pleasure to be 
invited alongside Susan Webber 
MSP to attend the offi  cial opening 
of the Balerno Tennis Pavilion 
and the Christopher Cowe 
Memorial Games Room with all 
fundraising proceeds donated to 
the charity Cardiac Risk in the 
Young. This was followed later 
in the day with a fundraiser for 
SOBS (Survivors of Bereavement 
by Suicide). Both charities play 
an extremely important role in 
diff erent ways.

OUT AND ABOUT

Aft er a rather bruising result 
from the local election it 
was a welcome relief to be 

out and about in the heart of our 
community. Firstly, it was a real 
pleasure to be asked to attend the 
fi rst Currie Riding of the Marches 
since 2019, and present the sashes 
to our past Ensign Karen and to 
also pass on the responsibility to 
the new Ensign and Equerry, Jenny 
and Aimee. I know how excited 
they both are and I look forward 
to the actual ride later in the year.

The following day I attended the 
Kirking of the Currie Community 
Flag. It was super to see so many 
members of the community over 
the weekend, a real sign that 
community life is starting to be 
established again.

And what was yet another fi rst, 
but an absolute privilege, I cut the 
ribbon to open the Christopher 
Crowe Games Room at the Balerno 
Tennis Pavilion. A young man taken 
far before his prime, Christopher’s 
family are committed to 
supporting the Cardiac Risk in the 
Young (CRY) charity, which has the 
aim of preventing sudden cardiac 
deaths of young people through 
awareness, screening and research, 
as well as supporting affected 
families. The family raised over 
£340 on Saturday with a bake sale 

– whoever made the lemon drizzle 
and millionaires shortbread… 
WOW!  – and I will continue to 
support and represent their aims 
in the Scottish Parliament.

In my other Parliamentary 
priorities, I am doing all I can to 
get the Scottish Government to 
reinstate the over 70s self-referral 
screening for breast cancer 
before their planned start date 
of September. This has been up 
and running now in England for 
some months and many concerned 
women from Edinburgh and the 
Lothians have been able to get 
mammograms in Newcastle or 
Northumbrian Trust.  If you have 
concerns please do get in touch!

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR

Following the elections on 5 
May, I fi rst want to extend 
my congratulations to 

everyone who was successfully 
elected to The City of Edinburgh 
Council—and specifi cally those 
elected, and re-elected, in the 
Edinburgh Pentlands constituency. 
We welcome a number of new 
councillors, including fi rst-time 
candidate Fiona Glasgow (Pentland 
Hills) and Marco Biagi, who 
returns to frontline politics and 
elected offi  ce as a representative 
for Colinton/Fairmilehead. 
Our councillors have a hugely 
important role and my hope is that, 
regardless of party affi  liations, we 
can all work together for the benefi t 
of people across our communities.

Many constituents have been 
in touch with me raising their 
concerns regarding anti-social 
behaviour both in and around 
Balerno, and within Malleny 
Garden. I recently met with the 
local policing team to discuss this, 
and many other issues of concern 
across the constituency. Local 
policing has increased in the area 
which, from feedback, has had a 
positive impact with a decrease 
in the number of anti-social 
behaviour reports in the area. 

With the summer months and, 
hopefully, some warmer, drier 
weather on its way, the local 
policing teams are again turning 
their attention to increased visitors 
to the Pentland Hills Regional 
Park. They continue to work in 
partnership with Edinburgh Parks 
Ranger Service and Community 
Alcohol Partnership to ensure the 
area is enjoyed responsibly. 

“Dirty” camping is an issue 
which has sadly been a problem 
that many of us around the 
Pentland Hills have been dealing 
with for a number of years. The 
local community and other visitors 
should not have to put up with this. 
However, I am confi dent that, with 
an increase in police patrols and 
the improvements planned by 
CEC for parking and public toilet 
facilities, this will go some way in 
alleviating the problems so we can 
all enjoy this natural beauty spot.

COST OF LIVING CRISIS

As things continue to get back 
to normal I was sorry not to 
be able to attend the sashing 

ceremony for the Ensign and 
Equerry of Currie Riding, due to 
a family emergency. It is great that 
Jenny Muir and Aimée Shaw have 
been installed, and I am looking 
forward to the return of the riding 
of the marches. 

Congratulations are also due to 
our new and returning councillors. 
I was particularly pleased to see 
local girl Fiona Glasgow elected 
in the Pentland Hills ward. It is 
always good to see women of 
independent mind elected to 
public offi  ce. I look forward to 
working with all our councillors 
as the new council administration 
is formed and they get down to 
work.  

At Westminster, business has 
been dominated by the latest 
Queen’s speech, which abjectly 
failed to make meaningful 
proposals to reverse the cost-of-
living crisis which is hammering 
so many people here in Edinburgh 
South West and across the UK. 

There was nothing about 
cutting VAT on fuel bills. Nothing 
about taxing big companies—not 
only energy companies, but others 
with excess profi ts. Nothing to 
increase benefits. Nothing to 
reinstate the £20 that was cut from 
universal credit. 

Nor did the speech do anything 
to address the serial problems in 
Government departments: the 
huge delays at the Home Offi  ce 
in processing applications for 
people fl eeing Ukraine, and those 
here desperate to help them; the 
enormous backlog at the Passport 
Offi  ce which has left  many people 
in our constituency seriously out 
of pocket and missing long-hoped-
for holidays; and the serial issues 
at the DVLA which are leaving 
people without driving licences.

I will continue to press the 
government on all these issues 
and, if you need my help with any 
of them or indeed anything else, 
please do not hesitate to contact 
me.

BACK TO WORK

Thanks to all who voted for 
Fiona and myself at the 
recent council election. It’s 

a continued honour and privilege 
to represent all the communities 
of Pentland Hills—surely the most 
diverse ward in the city. Although 
the SNP remains the largest 
party, the nature of proportional 
representation means parties 
need to work together to address 
the electorates’ wishes, including 
counci l ser v ices , cl imate 
adaptation and the cost of living 
crisis.

My fi rst new engagement was 
attending the Currie Riding of the 
Marches—I now look forward to 
the follow up event in the autumn. 
As ever it’s good to catch-up with 
constituents at Balerno Farmers’ 
Market. There have been recent 
issues around Balerno Main 
Street; it’s important that these 
can be addressed through 
dialogue, with assistance from 
council offi  cers. The Police have 
also increased their presence; it’s 
important that incidents continue 
to be reported. I’ve also raised the 
issue of fl y tipping, at the recycling 
point at Bavelaw Road Car Park, 
with refuse teams.

Nether Currie Early Years 
continues to progress, ready 
for opening in August. I have 
raised the issue of recruitment 
of a computer teacher at Currie 
Community High with council 
off icers. While the school 
continues to search it has put in 
place interim measures. Council 
offi  cers have confi rmed to me that 
new larger bins are to be installed 
at Bloomiehall Park. 

All three of the local community 
councils are looking for new 
members –maybe this might be for 
you, including people of diff erent 
ages and genders. There are also 
opportunities for the Water of 
Leith villages to continue to work 
together on projects like the 
education corridor. 

I’m looking forward to 
attending this year’s Currie Beer 
Festival and may see some of you 
there!

CLLR NEIL GARDINER
PENTL AND HILL S

CLLR GRAEME BRUCE
PENTL AND HILL S

SUE WEBBER MSP
LOTHIAN REGION

GORDON MACDONALD MSP
EDINBURGH PENTL ANDS

JOANNA CHERRY MP
EDINBURGH SOUTH WES T

As reported in last 
month’s C&B News, the 
appeal respecting the 

1,350 Edinburgh “Garden 
District” house proposal 
has been allowed (subject to 
conditions). The northern 
end of that greenfi eld site is 
shown in the bottom right of 
the drawing above opposite 
the Bypass, south of the Gogar 
roundabout.

But now a huge new 
proposal (22/01625/PAN) is 
mooted (note, this is not a 
planning application; it’s 
a “Proposal of Application 
Notice”), shown in green 
on the plan. The wordy 
description covers a “new 
neighbourhood comprising 
residential-led mixed use 
development”, including fl ats, 
student housing, build-to-
rent and aff ordable housing 
before throwing in the other 
use classes in the Town and 
Country Planning (Use 
Classes) (Scotland) Order 
1997, plus infrastructure, car 
parking, servicing, active 

EDINBURGH 
CREEPS WEST

travel networks, etc.. In other 
words – the application by 
West Town, Edinburgh Limited 
is for a "New Town” on land 
north-east of the Ingliston 
Park and Ride.

This is no surprise as 
the reporters assessing the 
pre-Covid-19 2016 Local 
Development Plan had before 
them CEC’s proposed “West 
Edinburgh International 
Business Gateway” (IBG), 
which had been mooted for 
years. (It was referred to in 
Currie & Balerno News 352, 
December 2009/January 2010, 
in a piece titled “Proposed 
railway station at Gogar 
Roundabout”.) While our 
recent focus has been on the 
so-called “Garden District”, 
several very large sites on the 
eastern side of the airport, 
including Cammo are in the 
process of being reallocated 
from prime quality farmland 
to built-up areas. If you add 
together the areas outlined in 
blue, plus the new PAN, you 

can imagine what is proposed 
beside the airport.

Should this concern us? Well 
yes. The IBG would be bigger 
than the New Town and the 
corresponding population 
will have a major impact on 
the Gogar Roundabout. We 
in the west of Edinburgh use 
that roundabout and it is 
diffi  cult to see how even a mass 
transfer of commuters to trains, 
trams, buses and bikes will 
take pressure off  a roundabout 
even if it was only used by 
messengers delivering to home 
workers.

Many politicians say they 
support a “brownfi eld fi rst” 
policy but, looking at this 
plan, it is diffi  cult to see how 
these sites get to PAN stage. 
Maybe it’s time that developers 
who own farmland take up 
agriculture when the cost of 
basic imported foodstuff s is 
spiralling upwards. They might 
fi nd it more profi table than 
building “unaff ordable” houses.

PLANNING
BY ARCHIE CLARK

TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS DISRUPTING COMMUNITIES

I do wonder whether 
Edinburgh’s Spaces for 
People team (now renamed 

“Travelling Safely”) is aware 
how other communities across 
the country have been aff ected 
by “active travel” plans? 

Some time ago, London 
Fire Brigade advised Harrow 
Council in North London 
that the additional congestion 
caused by new hardly-used 
pop-up cycle lanes was 
delaying fi re crews responding 
to emergency call-outs, while 
the Metropolitan Police said 
street barriers erected to create 

“Low Traffi  c Zones” had the 

potential to increase motor-
bike crime where offi  cers could 
not pursue the criminals by 
car. Satnavs are oft en unaware 
of newly-closed roads, while 
costly Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition (ANPR) cameras 
generate huge amounts of work 
for those analysing the data. 

Then Croydon Council was 
accused of “forcing through” a 
Low Traffi  c Neighbourhood 
(LTN). Cynics said that – 
because the authority declared 
itself insolvent – it was hoping 
that, by installing ANPR 
cameras, it would make 
nearly £1.3m per annum, per 

camera. Croydon’s traffi  c 
committee admitted that the 
proposed LTN had given rise 
to “considerable anger”, but 
consoled itself that –   while 
61% of respondents wanted 
the proposal scrapped, only 
25% of people had replied to 
its consultation – the majority 
hadn’t responded, and so 
didn’t have a view on the 
scheme! Maybe they didn’t 
know about the consultation? 
Now that wouldn’t happen in 
Edinburgh, would it? 

(Based on articles published by 
the Sunday Telegraph).
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ON BEING ELECTED

One of the lesser-known 
facts about elections is 
that the candidates, lined 

up on stage, already know the 
result. We are all taken aside and 
told the numbers, in case we want 
to demand a recount. That rarely 
happens. Then, once everyone has 
acquiesced to the inevitable, we all 
process out, faces as impassive as 
we can manage, and go up on stage 
for the ritual we’ve all watched on 
television.

I must admit to a sideways 
grin or two on the way from 
the counting room to the stage, 
tipping off  some of those who 
had worked so hard to help get me 
there. It’s hard not to be jubilant 
as a successful candidate. But 
there is also a weight. You begin 
to feel the responsibility of being a 
representative for the community 
that has elected you—or at least 
you do if you are one of the 
diligent, standing-for-the-right–
reasons candidates. The change 
from partisan political candidate 
to advocate for an entire ward 
must come quickly.

And that is where I am now. I’m 
a new councillor. I suspect most 
people reading this know the two 
incumbents re-elected alongside 
me. But you don’t know me. I 
want to reassure you that that will 
change. I will be an active part of 
the community, not someone only 
seen on stage at election time. I’m 
already bringing myself up to 
speed on the issues that my fellow 
councillors have been working 
on for years and emails have 
started to arrive from constituents 
wanting to raise more. 

I want to work with everyone 
in making our wonderful part of 
Edinburgh an even better place to 
live than it already is. 

So, if you want to drop me a line, please 
do: Cllr.Marco.Biagi@edinburgh.gov.
uk, or follow me on Facebook.

CLLR MARCO BIAGI
COLINTON/FAIRMILEHEAD

CLLR SCOT T ARTHUR
COLINTON/FAIRMILEHEAD

LOCAL SOLUTIONS

I would like to thank all the 
people who got in touch over the 
last few weeks to congratulate 

me on my re-election—the scale 
of my win has been overwhelming 
and also humbling.

Although turnout in my ward 
was down very slightly, the 
number of people giving me their 
fi rst preference increased by 63% 
from 2,343 to 3,812. This meant I 
was top of the ballot and re-elected 
on the fi rst round, without the 
need for lower preference votes to 
be considered.

Be in no doubt, however, 
whether you put me fi rst or last 
on your ballot paper, I will not let 
you down. I am here to help you, 
and I will always be on your side. 
No job is too small.

Indeed, since my re-election 
I’ve helped set up Jubilee street 
parties, supported parents with 
school placement appeals, spoken 
to Lothian Buses about changes to 
the bus services for Colinton, and 
worked with residents to protect 
our green belt.

Although I am not ashamed of 
my hyper-local approach to being 
a Councillor, I am in no doubt that 
the CEC faces huge challenges 
over the next fi ve years. Basic 
services need to be delivered better, 
we must respond to the Climate 
Emergency and lead Edinburgh 
through the negative educational 
and economic impacts of the 
pandemic. Cutting across this 
we are faced with a cost of living 
crisis which neither the UK nor 
the Scottish Government has done 
enough to mitigate.

I can’t predict the detail of 
how CEC will respond to these 
challenges, but I am certain it 
will only succeed if it works with 
people in Edinburgh rather than 
against them. That is why one of 
my key election pledges was to 
ensure people in my ward have a 
say in how the Council delivers 
services.

GETTING STARTED

I am so very pleased and 
honoured to have been elected 
to represent the people of 

Pentland Hills ward. Thank you 
for giving me this opportunity, 
I will do my very best to be an 
active advocate for you all. As 
a new Councillor I have a lot 
to learn but hope that my life 
experience will hold me in good 
stead to do a good job for the 
people of the ward. 

Since the result on 5 May it 
has been a busy time at the city 
chambers with a full induction 
programme and meetings to 
attend, covering a wide range of 
council roles and responsibilities.

On my fi rst day as a councillor 
I had the pleasure of attending 
the Currie Riding of the Marches 
where the Ensign and Equerry 
were presented. On Saturday 
14 May I managed a visit to the 
Balerno Farmers’ Market to 
meet local people and see the 
wonderful array of produce—I 
even met Gala girl, and am 
looking forward to the excitement 
of the Gala day activities.

During my fi rst week I have 
also been invited to attend the 
parents council at Deanpark 
Primary and am looking forward 
to this as I worked many years ago 
as a Home School Partnership 
Worker, engaging parents in their 
children’s education. I’ve also 
caught up with ministers of the 
local churches and look forward 
to collaborating with them and 
their parishioners.  

I have also attended other 
community engagement events 
in the area and look forward 
to attending local community 
council meetings in the ward. 
It’s been a diffi  cult couple of years 
for us all and I look forward to 
an even more engaged and 
empowered community, building 
on – and learning from – the 
fantastic community spirit that 
has helped to get us through.  

CLLR STEPHEN JENKINSON
PENTL AND HILL S

A BIG 'TO DO' LIST

In what is my very fi rst article 
for C&B News, I wanted to 
fi rstly say a big thank you to 

everyone who voted in May’s 
Council election and, secondly, 
pay tribute to my Labour Party 
colleague Ricky Henderson, who 
has been not only an outstanding 
public servant in this ward for 
many years, but a good friend and 
an excellent source of knowledge 
and advice as I stood to be elected 
as one of your local councillors 
this year.

I really enjoyed the process of 
being a political candidate; this 
is a wonderful ward to represent. 
I was delighted to be elected and 
I am really looking forward to 
representing the Pentland Hills 
ward in the City Chambers, 
along with Graham, Neil and 
Fiona. Elections are a fantastic 
opportunity to meet lots of people 
and, during the campaign, I built 
up a large “to do” list of things 
constituents told me were their 
priorities. Once I settle into my 
new role I’ll start to prioritise this 
list and, working with my fellow 
Pentland Hills councillors, look 
to tackle this work stack.

The day after the election 
results were announced I 
was invited to my very f irst 
community event. The Currie 
Riding of the Marches investiture 
of this year’s Ensign and Equerry 
was very well attended. I enjoyed 
learning about its history, fi nding 
out what it takes to put on a large 
event like a Common Riding—
and the cakes were lovely too! 

It is excellent that community 
events like this that have been 
postponed for some time due to 
Covid-19 are starting back up and 
I am very much looking forward 
to attending the riding event 
which I know is being planned 
for later on this year.

CLLR FIONA GLASGOW
PENTL AND HILL S
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FREE QUOTE & SURVEY

www.safewayroofing.com

NO PAYMENT UNTIL % SATISFIED
NO DEPOSIT NECESSARY

Flat Roof Specialists

0131 516 7954
Covid-19 safe procedures in place. Discounts available for NHS staff.

SAFEWAY
ROOFING

Slating • Tiling • Leadwork
Gutters Cleaned Repaired and Renewed

All Cement, Lead & Roughcasting Work Undertaken

OLD AND NEW

I am delighted to have been 
returned, at the recent local 
elections, to represent the 

Colinton/Fairmilehead Ward of 
the City of Edinburgh Council, 
and I look forward to continuing 
to represent local residents and 
support constituents generally 
with their concerns and ambitions 
for our area.

I understand I am now the 
third-longest-serving councillor in 
CEC – which makes one feel rather 
old – but the second-youngest in 
my group—so I’ll hold onto that 
mantle too! Congratulations to all 
those privileged to be elected in our 
capital city.

No party secured a majority of 
the seats and, as I write, we are 
awaiting the formation of a new 
Council Administration. We shall 
see what emerges.

Locally a major issue has 
been the forthcoming changes 
to Lothian Buses’ routes and 
timetabling in Colinton—
specifi cally, the alterations to the 
number 10 and 16 services which 
will mean longer travel times from 
the Woodhall and Torphin area 
into the city centre. 

I am following up on this with 
Lothian Buses, who unfortunately 
could not send a representative 
to May’s Colinton Community 
Council.

LOCAL VOICES CAN BE 
HEARD

Two big planning decisions 
have been recent ly 
issued by the Scottish 

Government’s Planning and 
Environmental Appeals Division 
(DPEA): the “Garden District” 
decision (on 4 April) gave the 
green light for ultimately 1,300 
units and community facilities to 
the west of Edinburgh, while (on 
9 May) Rapleys’ appeal against 
the City of Edinburgh Council’s 
refusal for 360 units at Ravelrig in 
Balerno was dismissed. These are 
important decisions for Balerno 
and the upper Water of Leith 
valley, reducing the immediate 
risk of further large scale 
housing development in an area 
where infrastructure is currently 
inadequate. 

In the latter case the Planning 
Reporter noted that there were 
over 600 objections; separately, 
he added that the site not being 
allocated for development in the 
emerging City Plan 2030 was 
an important consideration in 
many peoples’ minds. “To grant 
planning permission at this stage, 
prior to a full examination of that 
plan”, he said, “could therefore 
undermine the public’s view of 
the plan-making process.” That 
statement was not critical to 
the decision, but it is important 
to recognise that strength of 
community feeling can be 
expressed in the numbers of 
objections.

On the other hand, in the 
Garden District case there were 
apparently only 46 objections. 
The decision letters in both 
cases are complicated but, in 
essence, in the latter, CEC  – 
having started off  opposing the 

“Garden District” – wanted the 
development to go ahead, and 
signalled that they were prepared 
to alter the draft  City Plan 2030 
if permission were granted. One 
cannot help thinking that 635 
objections indicates a community 
which really is opposed to 
a development, whereas 46 
objections for something thrice 

WELCOME RETURNS, 
INTRODUCTIONS AND 

NEW MEMBERS  

Hello to all and I trust 
everyone is enjoying the 
brief sightings of that 

big yellow thing in the sky! I 
know I am although sadly this 
also entails gardening which is 
defi nitely not my forte

We held our annual Kirking 
this month up at Currie Kirk 
helped by Jenny MacNair and 
the Ensign and Equerry of Currie 
Ridings of the Marches. Thanks 
to both Jenny Muir and Aimée 
Shaw this year's representatives. 
Easter Smart held the blessing 
service and reminded us all of the 
importance of Community 

We also take time to welcome 
our new councillors, Fiona 
Glasgow and Stephen Jenkinson, 
who will hopefully attend next 
month to introduce themselves 
to CCC and Currie!

At our meeting in May it was 
agreed we need at least three 
new members and I'm hoping 
some of you may be interested. 
The community council is an 
important conduit to City of 
Edinburgh council and one that 
has been in Currie for decades. It 
would be sad if we had to disband 
due to lack of interest. 

Please give it a thought and if you 
want more information drop me a 
line at currieccouncil@gmail.com

SILVER LININGS

As the shadow of Covid-19 
fades, and I step down from 
the chair, our Community 

Council is looking to its future.
As our obligation to meet in 

public became impossible to 
discharge under lockdown, the 
rules in our constitution had to 
be relaxed and online meetings 
became the norm. Unexpectedly, 
while disadvantaging those 
not online, this opened up our 
meetings and stimulated interest 
among sections of our community 
we had previously had diffi  culty 
in reaching.

Now we can hold public 
meetings again, we see an 
opportunity to increase our 
relevance to the community and 
are fi nalising proposals to try to 
take best advantage of both formats. 

Another consequence of 
lockdown was a huge increase in 
incoming communications, via 
email and social media—many 
from the council. Unfortunately, 
the convenient “scattergun” 
approach adopted by a range 
of CEC departments creates a 
massive workload for a Secretary, 
as conceived in the City’s model 
constitution for community 
councils.

Forced to reconsider the role, we 
have reached preliminary decisions 
to spread the workload between 
members.

Our current membership 
drive has raised interest already, 
although a recent tweet was 
seriously mistaken in suggesting 
our CC held a particular political 
position—our own prompt 
response highlighting the duty on 
all CCs to refl ect their community’s 
views, whatever their own, elicited 
an apology from the original 
author but also helps remind us of 
this fundamental purpose.

We continue to seek new 
members for what promises to 
be a bright future. All welcome to 
meetings, currently held monthly 
on the second Tuesday

Email: secretary@ColintonCC.
org.uk, Facebook: colintoncc, 
Twitter: @colintoncc

the size at the Garden District 
could not have quite the same 
impact. 

Maybe a moral is that the 
public’s voice can actually count; 
but it must fi rst be uttered in 
order to be heard. 

CLLR JASON RUST
COLINTON/FAIRMILEHEAD

RICHARD M HENDERSON
BALERNO COMMUNIT Y COUNCIL

TOM MCDONALD
COLINTON COMMUNIT Y COUNCIL

ALLISTER R MCKILLOP
CURRIE COMMUNIT Y COUNCIL

Think public transport is 
bad now? Back in 1882, a 
Juniper Green resident 

complained in The Scotsman that 
the fi nal weekday Caledonian 
Railway service via the Balerno 
Branch Line departed central 
Edinburgh at 8.30pm. (Saturday 
was slightly better: the last train 
left  at 10.30pm.) “Residents 
in the neighbourhood of this 
line have not the opportunity 
of availing themselves of the 
advantages or amusements of 
the city, in the way of lectures, 
concerts, theatres, &c, owing to 
the want of a late train.” Rather 
naively, he hoped raising the 
issue suffi  cient to bring about a 
change.
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Taking the Stress 
out of Living at home
Would you or someone you know benefit from
additional care and support at home? At Sutton Care
Solutions we recognise that home is truly where the
heart is and with our assistance our clients enjoy living
in their own homes for as long as they want to. 

At Sutton Care Solutions we understand that life is
for living. We can make it easier to live in your own
home for longer so why not pick up the phone and
have a chat with us?

What We Offer
Personal Care Services including Medication
Short-term assistance for recovery from illness 
or hospitalisation
Home Help, Domestic Support and Shopping
Preparation of Meals
Escort Service
Companionship and Befriending 
Services (Transport Available)

Services of a Fully Qualified 
Counsellor
Respite Care 
Emergency On-Call Services
Gardening
Dog Walking

170 Lanark Road West, Edinburgh EH14 5NY   0131 449 9422   care@suttoncaresolutions.co.uk  

suttoncaresolutions.co.uk

Singing, Dance & Drama
#TheGiftofConfidence

Cooking The Books In BalernoCooking The Books In Balerno
STEF LYONS
BALERNO RESIDENT

Somet hing wonder f u l 
happened, dear reader. A 
momentous occasion. A 

wondrous event. For three whole 
days, I was by myself! Alone. 
Isolated. Separated from those 
who love me. And no, not because 
of a plague… 

The last Friday in April. 
Eating dinner with my family 
and planning the laundry that 
needed doing over the weekend, a 
realisation dawned: Monday was 
a Bank Holiday, and the school 
was closed on Tuesday. A four day 
weekend? No. I thought about the 
large, looming work deadlines I 
had and turned to my husband 
and enquired nicely if he would 
(read: told him he had to) take 
the children to his parents until 
Tuesday evening, so I could get 
what I needed done. And he did! 

In my salad days – food 
pun intended – I was heavily 
infl uenced by the Bridget Jones’s 

Diary novels. Back then the idea 
of being all by myself was akin 
to death itself and to be avoided 
at all costs. Now that I have a 
seven-year-old, a three-year-old 
and a husband (who also works 
from home), my only solo time is 
when I lock the bathroom door 
and take fi ve minutes to complete 
Wordle. This was going to be bliss. 

But what does one eat when 
one is all on their lonesome? I 
decided I would treat myself for 
the entire time, discovering food 
joy as much as I could between 
working. 

On the Sunday aft ernoon I took 
myself to Stockbridge market 
where I ate the most unbelievably 
delicious Paella. It was truly one 
of the most gorgeous things I 
have ever eaten and I still dream 
about it. I also went to the nearby 
cheesemonger, I J Mellis: I can 
highly recommend the cheddar 
from the Isle of Mull. 

On the bus home I wondered 
what I should cook for dinner. 
So I turned to Cook, Eat, Repeat
by Nigella Lawson (a goddess on 
earth) which has brilliant recipes 
for one or two people, including 

Fish Finger Bhorta (a spicy dish 
involving, yes, fi sh fi ngers), and 
marzipan cake, perfect with a cup 
of tea in the aft ernoon. 

What did I choose for myself? 
Her “Mine All Mine, Sweet 
and Salty Chocolate Cookies”. 
Cookies? For dinner? I confess, 
yes. I could enjoy them in peace 
without anyone wanting one, plus 
the recipe is for only two cookies. 
Just the right amount for sitting 
by yourself of an evening in front 
of Netfl ix. 

They were wonderful. Warm, 
gooey, slightly salted and very 
chocolatey, and just enough for 
me to enjoy before I broke out my 
cheeses and the bottle of wine I 
had bought to accompany them. 
That was a heavenly day. And it 
was mine, all mine. 

Stockbridge market is on every 
Sunday at Saunders Street, 
Stockbridge, Edinburgh EH3 6TQ

I J Mellis, 6 Bakers Place, 
Stockbridge, Edinburgh EH3 6SY



41C&B NEWS • JUNE 2022

www.facebook.com/candbnews

ARTS & CULTURE

IT WAS ALWAYS YOU
EMMA COOPER (HEADLINE , £2.99 KINDLE 
1 JUNE , PB 1 SEP TEMBER)

On the last night in October 
1999, the clocks went back, 
and Ella and Will’s love began. 
A teenage Ella sat around a 
bonfi re drinking with her 
future husband and her oldest 
friend Cole. 

The next day, Ella remembers 
a fractured conversation with 
a woman in a green coat and 
red scarf but dismisses it as a 
drunken dream: 23 years later, 
with her marriage to Will in 
trouble, and Cole spiralling out 
of control, Ella opens a gift  that 
turns her life upside down—a 
green coat and red scarf.

Ella is faced with a choice. 
Would she choose a diff erent 
life, if she could do it again?

Cooper like a magician 
weaves a spell with her words 
and the result is a powerful 
and emotional read. How she 
makes the reader care so much 
for her characters is beyond my 
comprehension. The story of 
Ella, Will and Cole will break 
your heart again and again. 
A gorgeous romance with 
stunning prose. Perfect for fans 
of Cecilia Ahern.

CLINICALLY DEAD
MAIRI CHONG (BLOODHOUND BOOKS, 
£8.99 PB, 18 MAY )

When Dr Cathy Moreland 
pays a condolence call to 
medical secretary Sara, she 
fi nds her more upset about the 
recent suspicious death of her 

colleague than the loss of her 
own mother. When the post-
mortem reveals the deceased 
had a chemical in his system 
that was stored in the pathology 
lab, Cathy agrees to assist 
her friend and fellow doctor 
Suzalinna in the investigation. 
She can only hope she doesn’t 
wind up in the mortuary 
herself.

Flawed and intelligent Dr 
Cathy Moreland revitalises 
the genre of cosy crime 
and grants it a distinct new 
fl avour. The fact that Chong 
herself is a physician gives it 
a very authentic feel. Medical 
knowledge is woven expertly 
through the narrative and the 

plot is meticulously planned. 
You may try to guess the 
murderer, but you’d be best to 
just enjoy the ride.

The fi ft h in this brilliant 
series but can be read as a 
standalone. Perfect for fans of 
cosy crime and Richard Osman.

THE POET
LOUISA REID (DOUBLEDAY, £14 .99 HB,    
9 JUNE)

Bright, promising Emma is 
entangled in a toxic romance 
with her old professor—and 
she’s losing control. Cruel, 
charming Tom is idolized 
by his students and peers, 
confi dent he holds all the cards. 
In their small Oxford home, he 
manipulates and undermines 
her every thought and action. 
Soon, he will push her to the 
limit, and she must decide: to 
remain quiet and submit, or to 
take her revenge.

Written in verse that is raw 
and visceral the narrative 
is charged with anger. And, 
although the writing is sparse, 
it exudes a rich intimacy. Many 
phrases are breath-taking in 
their originality and beauty. If 
new to novels in verse it may 
take a while to get used to the 
fl ow of the narrative but soon 
you will become immersed in 
Reid’s incredible talent.

The Poet is a portrait 
of a deeply dysfunctional 
relationship, exploring coercive 
control, class and privilege. 
Perfect for fans of poetry and 
books like Three Women.

£5 (Personal) or £10 £5 (Personal) or £10 
(Business). MAX (Business). MAX 

20 WORDS. Email: 20 WORDS. Email: 
advertising@candbnews.advertising@candbnews.

com with your words, name, com with your words, name, 
address and phone number.address and phone number.

PHYSIO-LED & PHYSIO-LED & 
INSTRUCTOR-LED INSTRUCTOR-LED 
PILATES PILATES Yoga Flow & Yoga Flow & 
Restorative Yoga, Backcare Restorative Yoga, Backcare 
Fit & Strength Classes Fit & Strength Classes 
Men & Women. www.Men & Women. www.
primesportsphysio.primesportsphysio.
co.uk 0131 4496128. co.uk 0131 4496128. 

ALL RUBBISH ALL RUBBISH 
CLEARANCES & SMALL CLEARANCES & SMALL 
REMOVALS REMOVALS Houses, loft s, Houses, loft s, 
garages, gardens. OAP garages, gardens. OAP 
discount. FREE UPLIFT discount. FREE UPLIFT 
for all scrap metal. Call for all scrap metal. Call 
Nicholas 449 4597.Nicholas 449 4597.

CDS CROZIER CDS CROZIER 
DECORATING SERVICES DECORATING SERVICES 
for all your painting & for all your painting & 
decorating needs. Free decorating needs. Free 
estimates, OAP discount. estimates, OAP discount. 
Tel: 07754 978453, email: Tel: 07754 978453, email: 
stewartcrozier1990@stewartcrozier1990@
gmail.comgmail.com

LOUISE BUCKNER LOUISE BUCKNER 
Ladies and Gents Mobile Ladies and Gents Mobile 
Hairdresser. Competitive Hairdresser. Competitive 
prices. Call 0131 451 5499 prices. Call 0131 451 5499 
or text 0775 961 9438or text 0775 961 9438

RUBBISH REMOVALSRUBBISH REMOVALS
from single items to full from single items to full 
house clearances. Fully house clearances. Fully 
insured & SEPA registered. insured & SEPA registered. 
Call 0131 499 9275Call 0131 499 9275

YOGA CLASSES FOR YOGA CLASSES FOR 
ALLALL - ONLINE Mon Thurs  - ONLINE Mon Thurs 
mornings, LIVE Thurs mornings, LIVE Thurs 
evening Juniper Green, evening Juniper Green, 
also 121. Contact Maureen also 121. Contact Maureen 
07557506244 maureen.07557506244 maureen.
clarke.44@hotmail.co.ukclarke.44@hotmail.co.uk

SMALL 
ADS

APRIL 2022

HELP YOUR LAWN TO THRIVE, NOT JUST SURVIVE
Over the last 35 years our love for lawns has continued to grow. We combine our passion and enthusiasm 
with innovative technology and dedicated customer service as we continue to revolutionise UK Lawn Care. 
Our ground-breaking Lawn Treatment Programmes keep your grass looking its best all year round, ensuring 
your lawn receives the love and attention it deserves.

Email: edinburgh@greenthumb.co.uk 
Call: 0131 322 7314
Visit: greenthumb.co.uk

Join our nation of Lawn Lovers

Get an instant free quote at 
greenthumb.co.uk/measure

START YOUR LAWN CARE JOURNEY TODAY

Contact us today to discuss our innovative 
Lawn Treatment Programmes

FROM JUST

PER TREATMENT*

*Based on 5 annual treatments 
with a lawn size 

up to 40m2 

£18 

We are looking for a part-time driver who
holds a D1 license and who is over 30 years old
(for insurance purposes). Must be physically fit
as there will be moving and handling involved.

Hours are Wednesdays, Thursdays and
Fridays, 8.30am to 4pm but flexible working is

a requirement as holiday cover will be
required. £19,100 pro rata per annum.

Experience of working with the elderly and
disabled is essential. Knowledge of driving

minibuses and operating wheelchair restraints
is desirable but full training can be given.

If you are interested in the post, please send
your CV with references to
dovecentre@hotmail.com

This post will be subject to a disclosure check.

Visit our website at: dovecentre.org

The Dove Centre & Dove
Transport are hiring!

BOOK REVIEWSBOOK REVIEWS

by Colinton resident and 
author CARON McKINLAY

Caron McKinlay's debut novel, The 
Storytellers, was published by Bloodhound 

Books in May 2022.

Do please let us know what you think 
of Caron's reviews, and if there are any 

other books or genres you would like to see 
covered in future issues of C&B News. Email: 

editor@candbnews.com
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WHAT'S ON

WEEKLY
TUESDAYS

PRAYER SPACE: COLINTON 
PARISH CHURCH, Dell Road, 
EH13 0JR; 6.45pm-7.15pm. Meet in 
the Church foyer. All welcome.

WEDNESDAYS

BALERNO RAMBLERS 
MIDWEEK GROUP: Meet for 
walks in the Lothians, Fife, the 
Borders and further a� eld. For 
walk details contact M Timmins 
on 07917 878955. Follow Balerno 
Ramblers on Facebook and also 
Twitter: @BalernoRamblers 

SATURDAYS

COFFEE STOP! Currie Kirk, 
Kirkgate, Currie. 2pm - 4pm. 
Visitors welcome.

SATURDAYS/SUNDAYS

BALERNO RAMBLERS 
WEEKEND WALKING GROUP: 
a busy walking group with a 
programme of interesting walks 
in a variety of locations. Some 
may be more challenging than the 
midweek programme. Visit: www.
ramblers.org.uk/balerno,www.
facebook.com/Balerno-Ramblers, 
email enquiries@balernoramblers.
org.uk or follow on Twitter: @
BalernoRamblers

DAY BY DAY
JUNE

WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE

PENTLAND PROBUS CLUB 
Annual Summer Outing, 10am. 
Union Canal Trip and Lunch in 
Linlithgow.

THURSDAY 2 JUNE

FRIENDS OF CAMPBELL PARK 
invite you to THE BIG LUNCH, 
Campbell Park, 1-4pm. Bring a 
picnic and food for sharing. Music, 
football fun, Asian-themed BBQ, 
and symbolic tree planting by 
Colinton Garden Club and City of 
Edinburgh Council. Exhibition by 
local artist Ian Boyter, Open-air 
yoga session by Belinda Gordon.
Note: � ere is no public car park 
available at Campbell Park. Please 
use public transport or walk. 
Routes by foot include from Water 
of Leith and Spylaw Park; from 
Juniper Green at Baberton Avenue 
junction; and from Lothian Bus 
routes 44 and 10 (Torphin) or 10 
(Bonaly) from Bonaly Road.

FRIDAY 3 JUNE

TRICKY RICKY, Gibson Craig 

Hall, 2-4pm. � e multi-award-
winning entertainer will be 
performing magic tricks in a show 
suitable for children of all ages. 
Refreshments on sale. Tickets £3 
(child or adult). Contact Fiona: 
0131 451 4151; email: currie_kirk@
btconnect.com

SATURDAY 4 JUNE

BALERNO VILLAGE SCREEN: 
ENCANTO (Cert PG); St Joseph’s 
Hall, Balerno Parish Church. Doors 
open 2pm, � lm starts 2.30pm. All 
tickets are free on our website: 
www.balernovillagescreen.com

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE 
TEA PARTY, Gibson Craig Hall, 
2-4pm. Organised on behalf of 
Currie Kirk. “Wear your best 
A� ernoon Tea Dress and Hat!” 
Tickets £5 from Kirk O�  ce: (0131) 
451 5141 or email: currie_kirk@
btconnect.com 

BALERNO VILLAGE SCREEN: 
BELFAST (Cert 12A); St Joseph’s 
Hall, Balerno Parish Church. Doors 
open 7pm, � lm starts 7.30pm. All 
tickets are free on our website: 
www.balernovillagescreen.com

THURSDAY 9 JUNE

JUNIPER GREEN VILLAGE 
HALL ORGANISATION AGM, 
7.30pm, Juniper Green Village Hall. 
Anyone welcome to come along 
to hear what’s going on: info@
junipergreenvillagehall.co.uk

BALERNO COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL MEETING, held in 
Public, 7pm-9pm, Breakout Club, 
Currie Rugby Club. For details 
email: balernocc@gmail.com

FRIDAY 10 JUNE AND 
SATURDAY 11 JUNE 

CURRIE BEER & CURRY 
FESTIVAL, organised by Currie, 
Balerno & District Round Table. 
Currie Community Centre, 
6pm - midnight. Live music, 40 
tasty real ales, lager, wines, cider 
and prosecco. Entry and three 
beer tokens (1/3 pints) £15. Curry 
from £8 (please order in advance to 
avoid disappointment). Additional 
beer tokens can be purchased on 
the night (£13 for 10.) All proceeds 
to local charities and good causes. 
Tickets can be bought in advance at 
www.cbdrt.com 

SATURDAY 11 JUNE

BALERNO FARMERS’ MARKET, 
Main Street, Balerno: 9am-1pm. It’s 
June, so it’s scarecrow time again! 
For more information on this year’s 
annual Scarecrow Competition, go 
to: https://tinyurl.com/227n3juy 

COFFEE STOP, Currie Kirk, 
2-4pm. Tea, co� ee and cakes!

TUESDAY 14 JUNE

COLINTON COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL MEETING, held in 
Public, 7.30pm-9.30pm, via Zoom. 
For information and log-in details, 
email: secretary@colintoncc.org.uk 

SATURDAY 18 JUNE

COFFEE STOP, Currie Kirk, 
2-4pm. Tea, co� ee and cakes!

SATURDAY 18 JUNE - 
THURSDAY 30 JUNE

BALERNO COMMUNITY 
EXHIBITION at Dean Park 
Primary School (on the school 
perimeter) and Marchbank 
Park. 50th Anniversary Outdoor 
exhibition by the community. For 
more information visit, Socials –  @
DeanParkParents #DeanPark50 
#Marchbank50. Programmes are 
available from � e Mill Cafe and 
Balerno Community Centre.

SUNDAY 26 JUNE

CURRIE KIRK: ALL AGE FAMIL 
WORSHIP, Gibson Craig Hall, 
4-5pm: includes “opportunities 
to engage in a more creative and 
interactive way”. Everyone welcome. 
Refreshments served from 3.30pm.

WEDNESDAY 22 JUNE

JUNIPER GREEN & BABERTON 
MAINS COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
MEETING, 7.30pm-9pm, via 
Zoom. Details and agenda can be 
found at: http://www.jgbmcc.org  

WEDNESDAY 29 JUNE 

BALERNO PARISH CHURCH 
GUILD “STRAWBERRY TEA”, 
7pm, St Joseph’s Centre. Fundraiser 
for “Home for Good” project. 
Everyone is very welcome.

COVID-19: Depending on 
Scottish Government advice, 
events may be changed at the 
last moment. Please always 
contact organisers for more 

information.

To submit entries for What’s 
On, please email Catriona, 
whatson@candbnews.com, 
including: Day/Date, Event 

Title, Venue, Time, brief details, 
and contact phone/email 

details as appropriate.

What'sWhat's
OnOn

Pentland Flower Club
WENDY WILLIAMS
PENTL AND FLOWER CLUB

The Pentland Flower Club 
has had a very short and 
rather disrupted return since 
the pandemic but those who 
attended in May had a wonderful 
evening with area demonstrator 
Julia Louden who regaled us 
with stories linked to Alice in 
Wonderland.

On Friday June 3rd we invite 
members to arrive at 6.30pm for 
a short AGM before our usual 
open meeting which will be a 
talk on “Flowers from the Farm”. 

Aft er the summer break we 
will meet again on the fi rst 
Friday of September in Balerno 

Parish Church and have a full 
programme booked into the 
autumn. We very much look 
forward to seeing members old 
and new.
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PUZZLES

 NAME ................................................................................................

 ADDRESS ..........................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................

 POST CODE ............................. PHONE ........................................

ACROSS
1. Dromedary. (5)
4. Burrowing rodent. (6)
8. Warm-blooded vertebrates. (7)
11. Musteline mammal. (5)
12. Spider trap. (3) 
13. Striped equine. (5)
15. Large edible ray. (5) 
20. Mythical bird. (3)
22. Gulls. (5)
23. Eight-armed cephalopod. (7)
24. Tropical bird. (6)
25. Horned ruminant. (5)

DOWN
2. Sirenian mammal. (7)
3. Foxy-faced arboreal prosimian. (5)
5. Showy bird. (7)
6. Decapods. (5)
7. Amphibian. (4)
9. Female horse. (4)
10. Female hog. (3)
14. Male chicken. (7)
16. White ant. (7)
17. Major food source for whales. (5)
18. Stinging insect. (4)
19. Small adders. (4)
21.  Pigeon call. (3)
22. Long pointed walrus
 teeth. (4)

SOLUTION: MAY 2022

SUDOKU
MEDIUM

The winner of the £25 prize  is picked at random 
from all correct entries received. To enter, 
photograph this form and email to: editor@
candbnews.com on or before noon on Friday 10 
June 2022. Good luck!

LAST ISSUE'S WINNER!
Congratulations to Belle Peyton of Juniper Green, 
who will receive the £25 prize.

EASY

£25 PRIZE CROSSWORD: THEMED CROSSWORD 19 BY PUZZLE CHOICE

HARD

Choose BMAS:

� 2,000 bathrooms installed 
in 10 years

� Full design and installation

� High-quality products for 
safety & comfort

� Free bathroom design 
& full quotation

� Traditional customer 
service (no call centres)

� Finance options available“MY FINISHED BATHROOM LOOKS 
BEAUTIFUL AND HAS GIVEN ME BACK 
MY INDEPENDENCE.”

Call for your free bathroom 
design appointment
0131 668 2227 
bathingmobility.co.uk

Bathing Mobility Advisory Service, 
Showrooms Dobbies Garden Centre 
Lasswade EH18 1AZ 
Open 10am-5pm 7 days a week

MAKE YOUR  
BATHROOM
SAFE AND 
COMFORTABLE
WITH BMAS
If your bathroom is no longer suitable for 
your needs, BMAS can help. We are a local 
business that design and install mobility 
bathrooms for independent and worry-free 
bathing and showering in your own home.

ARRANGE
YOUR FREE

NO-OBLIGATION
DESIGN

APPOINTMENT

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

Rivermill-Phase-Two-Hoarding_Banner-Update-May-2022.pdf   1   09/05/2022   16:57:29
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SPORTSPORT

Currie Football Club 2009s “Ravens” battle it out against Gala Fairydean, Galashields, in a tough home game match for Division 2. Photo: Caroline Brown.

D-Day for Scottish Rugby?
PHIL THOMAS
CURRIE CHIEF TAINS

A Special General Meeting of 
the Scottish Rugby Union 
(SRU) on 6 June 2022 could 

change the governance and 
management of Scottish rugby 
fundamentally, with far-reaching 
implications for community, 
professional and international tiers 
of the game. 

The meeting will seek approval 
for a corporate reorganisation, 
ushering in a detailed process 
to reshape the SRU’s legal and 
operational structure and its 
relationships with other elements 
of the current corporate set up. 

The SRU is the governing 
body for rugby union football 
in Scotland and its members 
are the affiliated Scottish rugby 
clubs. Founded in 1873, as an 

“unincorporated association”, the 
SRU has historically established 
a Trust to hold its assets and a 
wholly-owned subsidiary company, 
Scottish Rugby Union Limited 
(SRUL) to undertake its business 
operations. In 2005, the SRU moved 
all its functional work under the 
SRUL umbrella but established an 
elected SRU Council tasked with 
reviewing and overseeing SRUL’s 
work. 

In recent years, these 
arrangements have not worked 
particularly well, and the 
Council’s Standing Committee on 
Governance has therefore reviewed 
the situation and produced 
proposals for change. Key features 
are that the SRU will be constituted 
as a company limited by guarantee, 
positioned at the apex of the 
corporate structure with a new 

Board consisting of a mixture of 
elected and appointed Directors. 

The new company will oversee 
all aspects of the game of rugby 
in Scotland, at community and 
professional levels. It will hold 
100% of the Union’s assets and 
shareholdings, including the shares 
of SRUL. It will exercise powers of 
approval of SRUL’s strategy and 
annual budget and appoint the 
SRUL Chairman. 

The Trust and the Council 
will no longer be needed, so the 
overall corporate structure can 
be simplified and streamlined. 
Addit ional ly, SRU’s work 
conducted by SRUL will be subject 
to a Relationship Management 
Agreement to ensure open and 
transparent relationships and 
accountability to the SRU Board. 

At the rugby management 
level, in parallel the current SRUL 
Professional Rugby Board, a new 
Community Rugby Board (CRB) 
will be elected by the clubs and 
will report directly to the SRU 
Board. The CRB will work closely 
with SRUL’s Rugby Development 
Department and will oversee a 
fixed budget, currently proposed 
to be 15% of SRU’s turnover. 

Viewed objectively, the SGM 
proposals are not without 
shortcomings. However, they 
represent a huge improvement on 
the present arrangements and seem 
likely to find SGM support. 

The new provisions for club 
rugby will be welcome as a 
significant development in Scottish 
community sport, but concerns 
about the dysfunctional interface 
between club and professional 
rugby remain largely unaddressed.

Pentland Gymnastics: Club 
Awards Return 

MARION MILNE 
PENTL AND GYMNAS TIC CLUB

We are very pleased to be bringing back our Club Awards—
maybe not on the same scale as before Covid-19, but each 
class will have an opportunity to showcase what they have 

been doing since returning to the gym. And it will be in front of a 
small audience, now that things have opened up.

CLUB AWARD DAYS 
We are fast approaching our Club awards, though we ask for a 
maximum of two people per family, as we have limited space and 
don’t want to turn people away “on the day/night”.

EVERY gymnast will have the opportunity to show some of their 
skills that have been achieved.
• Saturday 11 June: Artistic gymnasts who usually attend Currie Com-
munity High School.
• Tuesday 14 June: Artistic gymnasts in Balerno Community High 
School
• Wednesday 15 June: All gymnasts, both artistic and rhythmic, who 
attend 6-8pm at Currie Community High School—except for rhyth-
mic development girls. 
• Thursday 16 June: All gymnasts who attend Balerno Community 
High School, plus rhythmic non-competitive gymnasts in Currie—
Courtenay Hamilton’s and Fiona Hercus’s group.
• Saturday 18 June: All gymnasts who attend Balerno Community 
High School, plus all competitive gymnasts who attend Currie. 

Any questions? Please ask one of the coaches, or contact Claire: Pent-
landgymnastics@gmail.com 

Awards and medals have been ordered and we look forward this 
year to a new medal centre now that we have boys attending many of 
the classes. We will hopefully have some photos to share in the next 
issue of C&B News!

Successful Fundraiser at 
Balerno Lawn Tennis Club

GRAHAM DANE
C&B NEWS

Balerno Lawn Tennis Club 
hosted an open day and 
fundraising event on 

Saturday 14 May, with free taster 
tennis sessions for all ages and a 
pop-up café and bake sale. 

During the afternoon Coun-
cillor Graeme Bruce and Sue 
Webber MSP officially opened the 

Christopher Cowe Games Room 
at the club.  

The charity Cardiac Risk in 
the Young (CRY) will receive £450 
raised on the day and plans are 
now being made to organise a 
heart screening event at Balerno 
High School in the near future.

See “Skydive for Christopher” on 
page 21.

JG Tennis Club Open Day Great Success
ALASON ROBERTS
SECRE TARY, JGTC

Juniper Green Tennis Club 
held its first Open Day in 
two years on Saturday 7 

May. The event showcases 
what the Club has to offer the 
community as well as being a 
fun day to get together. Lots of 
newcomers came along to take 
part and see the facilities on offer. 
Returning members also joined 
in and reminded themselves 

of Clubhouse facilities while 
catching up with old friends.

The Open Day forms part of 
the Lawn Tennis Association’s 

“Great British Tennis Weekend” 
and included free tennis fun 
games throughout the afternoon, 
for both children and adults. 
Between 1pm and 5pm coach 
Kenny Petrie put novices and 
keen players through their 
paces in some fun games and 
competitions. Everyone had a 
fantastic time.

Refreshments on offer included 
the very popular tennis ball cakes 

– Thanks, Sue! – and other home 
baking. Barista Dee also had the 
locally run Beanstalk coffee truck 
on hand to provide a great cup of 
coffee!

The Club has kept its 
membership fees low in these 
difficult times – £60 for family, 
£42 adult and £20 junior – to 
keep the sport affordable and to 
encourage new members to join.

Juniper Green Tennis Club is a 

friendly and sociable club open to 
all. Weekly social tennis sessions 
for men (Tuesday evenings 
6-8pm) and women (Wednesday 
evenings, again 6-8pm) run 
throughout the season. Other 
one-off events, such as the June 
BBQ, are advertised to members.

Search for Juniper Green Tennis 
Club online, follow us on Facebook 
at: https://www.facebook.com/
junipergreentennis/ or email the 
Committee: junipergreentennis@
gmail.com

Good Fishing at Harlaw
ROBERT ROSS
MALLENY ANGLING LTD

The trout fishing at Harlaw 
remains excellent with 
most anglers achieving 

their catch/“bag limit”. Double 
figure catches have been achieved 
by many anglers, myself included. 

The brown trout fishing at 
Threipmuir has been a little slow 
to start but, with the warmer 
weather, will offer superb, top of 
the water fishing for brown trout.

The water at Harlaw has now 
started to warm up and hatches 
of small black f lies have been 
prolific. Fish have responded by 
freely rising to a selection of flies, 
but mostly small black buzzers.

The rise of the trout is far from 
being the only thing that matters 
about fly fishing but, for many of 
us, it is the most exciting time. 

The choice of the right fly is 
important but, at this time of the 
year, selecting the correct colour 
and size can be the key to success. 

For me black is still the 
dominant colour with black 
buzzers, black rainbow nymph or 
small black lures accounting for 
many fish. 

In May, the colour will start to 
change: black will still dominate, 
but olive flies will start to appear, 
as will the black Gnat and 
Hawthorn fly.

Fly fishing can be a difficult 
art to master but puts fish on the 
bank in a most challenging and 
satisfying way; it’s a delight to see 
true masters of the art at work.

Malleny Angling Ltd is keen to 
promote the art of fly fishing and 
allows young anglers up to and 
including the age of 17 to fish free 
with any adult anglers over the 
age of 18 who has a valid permit. 
The free fishing is conditional and 
catch and release with the use of 
barbless or de-barbed hooks.

The development of stocked 
fisheries such as Harlaw has 
brought high quality trout f ly 
fishing on the market and at a very 
affordable price.

A day permit at Harlaw and 
Threipmuir costs only £25 and 
enables the angler to catch and 
keep three fish, after which the 
fishing can continue but must be 
with barbless hooks on a “catch 
and release” basis. You can buy 
another permit online.: https://
mallenyangling.com
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